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 seq NL1 \r 0 \h 
I seq NLA \r 0 \h .
The Making of the Modern South African State

A seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The Dutch were the first Europeans to settle in South Africa beginning in the mid-1600s, and by the eighteenth century they identified themselves as Afrikaners.

B seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
A unified South Africa was established in the aftermath of the Anglo-Boer War of 1899–1902, a conflict that made the British Empire the dominant force in the country.

C seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
In 1948, Afrikaner nationalists who were primarily descendants of the Dutch established a strict regime of racial separation and unequal rights for different racial groups known as apartheid.
D seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
In 1990, in response to internal insurgency and international pressure, white leaders lifted the ban on the main African political organization and began negotiations that eventually led to the end of the apartheid regime.
E seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The African National Congress (ANC) gained an overwhelming majority of the vote in 1994, bringing an end to majority white rule, and the government began attempts to reduce poverty and inequality.
II seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Political Economy and Development

A seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Since the middle of the last century, economic intervention by the South African state reinforced apartheid policies, tightly controlling where Africans could live and repressing the trade union movement.

B seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The dismantling of apartheid was accompanied by wider kinds of economic deregulation and the imposition of mostly liberalized economic policies that continued with ANC governments after 1994.

C seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Despite efforts by ANC governments to reduce poverty and inequality, South Africa remains one of the most unequal societies in the world.
D seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Though poverty has decreased slightly since 1994, 47% of the population still lives in poverty.
E seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Rising unemployment, partly as a result of market reforms, in addition to the effects of the HIV-AIDS pandemic, and lingering and stubborn racial discrimination have frustrated the government’s efforts to reduce poverty and inequality.
III seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Governance and Policy-Making

A seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The contemporary organization of the South African state grew out of the four-year process of bargaining between 1992 and 1996, culminating with parliament acting as a constitutional assembly.

B seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Although the 1994 transitional constitution provided a power sharing framework for major political and racial groups, the 1996 constitution provided no such feature.

C seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
South Africa employs a quasi-federal system, with the national government retaining the right to override laws passed by the nine provincial regional legislatures. The provincial governments depend heavily on funds allocated by the central government.

D seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The South African system of government has inherited some features of the Westminster system, with the president drawn from and relying upon majorities in the National Assembly. However, the president is substantially more powerful than the British prime minister.
E seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Despite safeguards and checks on executive authority, the president is effectively the most powerful actor in the system because of large ANC majorities in the National Assembly.
IV seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Representation and Participation

A seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
South Africa’s legislature consists of a 400-member National Assembly and a 90-member National Council of Provinces.

B seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Though South Africa has been a multiparty system since the end of apartheid, the ANC has overwhelmingly dominated the political system, consistently winning about two-thirds of the votes.

C seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
South Africa employs a national list system of proportional representation, where party leaders control access and the order that candidates appear on the ballot.
D seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
ANC party leadership has overwhelmingly determined the direction of policy, and ANC legislators largely defer to the president in determining what policy will be.
V seq NLA \r 0 \h .
South African Politics in Transition

A seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The HIV-AIDS epidemic has taken a tremendous toll on the South African population, destroying an entire generation of parents and presenting enormous public health challenges.
B seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Even with a high death rate among the economically active population, unemployment remains stubbornly high.
C seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
To maintain economic development and its fledgling democracy, South Africa must continue to balance the protection of property rights with a greater provision of basic necessities to ease high levels of inequality.

D seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The final challenge for South Africa is the deepening of democracy by moving to a fairer society with enhanced representative institutions.
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