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I. Introduction  

Currently, the People’s Republic of China, one of the largest countries in the world with the biggest 

population, is going through a period of ethnic conflict that has led to a humanitarian crisis. China’s 

biggest ethnic group, the Han, have had total political control over the nation, excluding all other ethnic 

groups from intervening in governmental affairs. One of these excluded groups is the Uyghurs, a 

predominantly Turkic-speaking ethnic group from the northwestern region of Xinjiang. The government 

believes the individuals who form a part of said group should indoctrinate into the “national identity” 

and therefore the government has taken the initiative of “reeducating” them through “reeducation 

camps”. Chinese officials say that these camps do not infringe on Uyghurs' human rights, however, 

documents that have been leaked as well as other evidence say otherwise. According to experts, 

individuals have been detained since April 2017 but before the detention centers started functioning, the 

government was already taking action and suppressing the minorities to maintain their control. 

 

II. Background Information  

 

A. Historical Background  

The Muslim ethnic minority in China is 1.6% of the total population, or approximately 22 million 

people. Islam and its followers have been in these regions since the seventh century, when a group 

coming from the Middle East traveled to meet with the Emperor of the Tang Dynasty and built the first 

mosque in the southern trading port Guangzhou. It was around this time when Muslims started 

establishing themselves in China, but they lived for five centuries separately from the Han Chinese 

community. Later on, in the 13th century, more Muslims moved to China to serve the Mongol Yuan 

Dynasty. This dynasty had no experience running the Chinese empire, therefore, they recruited 

thousands of Central Asians and Persians to help them in their task. For hundreds of years the Muslims 

continued to have an active role in the government serving the dynasties who ruled. It was in the 18th 

century when the relationship between the Muslims and the state in China began to change. These 



clashes arose when the state started making efforts to take control over territories where the Muslims 

lived. The Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), being the dynasty of power at that moment, led a period of 

population growth and territorial expansion. Muslims didn’t have a good relationship with the Qing 

rules resulting in further conflict. Many uprisings in opposition to the arrival of migrants to territories 

that were not under the control of the state of China occured, and ended with extreme suppression from 

the state. The People’s Republic of China, founded in 1949, created the division for those who live 

within the borders and established that the state was composed of 56 ethnic groups in which 10 are 

known as Muslim minority. Although in the first years of the PRC, the Muslims enjoyed freedoms, this 

all changed during the Cultural Revolution (1966-1969). Muslims had no religious freedom and the 

liberty of expressing their belief was banned. After the 9/11 attack, tensions worsened and ethnic riots 

started taking place between the Uighurs and the Han Chinese throughout the Xinjiang province. 

 

B. Current situation  

 

For decades-long the Uighurs community in Xinjiang have been persecuted by the Chinese authorities. 

Approximately 800,000 to 2,000,000 Uighurs and other Muslims have been detained since April 2017 in 

reeducation camps. The sole purpose of the camps is to re-educate and transform the citizens to the 

“national identity” implicating the renunciation of their religion. Most people detained in these camps 

have no criminal record and their only “crime” is being Muslim. Moreover, this ethnic group has even 

been labeled as extremists simply for their religion. Those who detain mainly target people from the 26 

countries China considers sensitive, such as Turkey and Afghanistan. Chinese officials say that they are 

concerned of the extremist and separatist ideas of Uighurs, therefore they see the camps as a method for 

eliminating threats to China’s government and population. The current president Xi Jinping has talked 

about the “toxicity of religious extremism” and advocates for the utilization of tools of “dictatorship” to 

control Islamic extremism. The New York Times revealed Xi speeches in November 2019 where the 

crackdown of the Uighurs is laid. Additionally, in March 2017, Xinjiang’s government passed an anti-

extremism law which forbids people from growing long beards and wearing veils in public, as well as it 

recognized the use of centers to eliminate extremism. Under Xi presidency, the CCP has pushed to shape 

all religions to conform with the party’s doctrines and the Han-Chinese majority beliefs and customs. 

The government does recognize 5 religions but wants to prevent separatism, so as a result, they look to 

sinicize religion. Consequently, the Chinese government has established that any expression of Islam in 

Xinjiang is extremist, and as such, takes the action they believe is necessary. The government has even 

blamed terrorist attacks on the East Turkestan Islamic Movement, a Uyghurs separatist group, and has 



justified its actions towards the Uyghurs as parts of their efforts towards the Global War on Terrorism. 

They characterize this as “the three evils”- separatism, religious extremism, and international terrorism - 

and believe that they are making the right approach. At first, the Chinese government denied the 

existence of the camps, but starting in October 2018, officials were calling them centers for “vocational 

education and training programs”. Later on, in March 2019, the name became “vocational training 

centers” and the governor of Xinjiang, Shohart Zakir, described them as “boarding schools” where the 

ones admitted are there voluntarily and allowed to leave. It wasn't until documents got leaked in late 

2019, when the global community got to see how Uyghurs were being repressed and locked in the 

camps. Either way, Chinese officials continue to denounce that the purpose of the camps is to “nip 

terrorist activities in the bud” by preventing the proliferation of extremist ideas, and teaching Mandarin, 

and Chinese laws. However, the government has denied the entrance of outside investigators by saying 

that this is an internal issue with no need for external intervention. 

 

C. Persecution outside of the camps 

 

 Anti-extremism campaigns were already taking place before the camps were created. A big part of these 

campaigns is the extreme monitoring of millions of people through technology, making Xinjiang a 

surveillance state. Media reports describe that Xinjiang was placed under a “grid-management system”, 

dividing cities into squares of about 500 people, each composed of a police station with the duty of 

monitoring inhabitants. These policemen scan identification cards regularly, and in some cities, there are 

even police checkpoints every 100 yards with facial recognition. Also, the government collects citizens’ 

biometric data through a program called “Physicals for All”. This information is loaded to a database 

known as the Integrated Joint Operation Platform which creates lists of “suspicious people” using 

artificial intelligence. It's been proven that a lot of the people who are flagged by the system, end up in a 

camp. Additionally, Communist Party members have even been staying in Uighur homes to monitor 

their behavior and look out for “extremist” signals. They have also destroyed mosques stating that they 

were unsafely built for worshipers.  

 

D. Social implications  

 

At present, there are hundreds of camps located in Xinjiang. However, there is not much access to 

information of what occurs inside the camps, but many individuals who used to be held in custody and 

fled, have described extremely harsh conditions. Detainees are forced to pledge loyalty to the CCP 

(Chinese Communist Party), learn Mandarin, renounce Islam, and sing praises for communism. Some 



said they were “tortured and subjected to sleep deprivation during interrogations”. Women are also 

sexually abused and forced to undergo abortions as well as have contraceptive devices implemented 

against their will. Detention centers have also had an impact on families when separating children from 

their parents and sending them to state-run orphanages. Uighur parents have had to face the decision of 

returning to China to be with their children with the risk of being detained, or leave China and lose 

contact with them. Anti-extremism campaigns have also limited religious freedoms and basic human 

rights according to human rights organization, UN officials, and many foreign government who urge 

China to stop their crackdowns. Many believe that this persecution is looking to eliminate the Muslim 

identity and clearly violates their rights as individuals. Moreover, Muslim advocates have not intervened 

in the situation explaining that there is “not so much information in the papers”, leaving room for 

speculation from the global community.  

 

E. Global response  

 

Most of the world has publicly condemned China for their detention of the Uyghur population. Recently, 

various members of the United Nations such as the United States, France, Germany and the United 

Kingdom have called for an end to the “arbitrary detainment” of Chinese Uyghurs in China. In fact, 

most of the European Union and other western countries called for China to respect religious freedoms 

and change their policies regarding Uyghurs in Xinjiang. This was seen in a letter that was sent to the 

United Nations Human Rights Chief. in 2019. Multiple Human rights groups such as Amnesty 

International have also called for an immediate end to these practices, and have questioned the 

whereabouts of missing Uyghurs. However, many Muslim countries preferring to keep strong economic 

ties with China have remained silent on this issue. In fact, multiple middle eastern countries such as 

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have congratulated China on their “transparency, remarkable achievements in 

human rights, and strides against counterterrorism.” In October 2019, countries such as the United States 

imposed visa limitations on Chinese authorities "thought to be responsible for, or complicit in" the 

confinement of Muslims in Xinjiang. This can be seen as the hardest advance by any significant 

government to date. It additionally boycotted in excess of two dozen Chinese organizations and offices 

connected to maltreatment in the locale—including surveillance technology makers and Xinjiang's open 

security department—viably blocking them from purchasing U.S. items. 

 

 

 

 



III. Guide questions  

 

A. What is your delegation’s stance on China’s treatment of the Muslim population?  

B. What are your delegation’s actions to support its stance regarding the Muslim situation in China?  

C. What can your delegation propose to protect the Muslim population in China without imposing on its 

national sovereignty?  

D. How can your delegation help China peacefully resolve a threat of separation or terrorism from the 

Uyghur minority?  

E. Does your delegation believe that the people who have suffered in these camps should receive any 

form of compensation?  

 

IV. Message from the dais  

 

Delegates, this is an extremely sensitive topic which requires critical thinking and creative problem 

solving to effectively solve. With this in mind, it is imperative that delegates take a considerate and 

thoughtful approach to the situation at hand without jeopardizing the stability of the region. We are 

excited to see the solutions you guys come up with to solve this issue. Position papers will be due on 

February 27, 2020 and must be sent to ChinaUyghurs@gmail.com.  

 

The dais request that all position papers are written in Times New Roman, font size 12, and double 

spaced. Papers should be not shorter than 2 pages and not longer than 3. If you have any questions or 

concerns, do not hesitate to contact us via email.  

 

 

Amanda Santini        Jose Fernandez 

amandasofia2003@gmail.com      jif2021@gmail.com  
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