The Modern Iranian State
	Glossary

	
	1. Assembly of Experts 

	Group that nominates and can remove the Supreme Leader in Iran. The assembly is elected by the general electorate, but almost all its members are clerics. 


	2. ayatollah 

	Literally, “sign of God.” High-ranking cleric in Iran. 


	3. bazaar 

	An urban marketplace where shops, workshops, small businesses, and export-importers are located. 


	4. civil society 

	Refers to the space occupied by voluntary associations outside the state, for example, professional associations, trade unions, and student groups. 


	5. coup d’état 

	A forceful, extraconstitutional action resulting in the removal of an existing government, usually carried out by the military. 


	6. dual society 

	A society and economy that are sharply divided into a traditional, usually poorer, and a modern, usually richer, sector. 


	7. Expediency Council 

	A committee set up in Iran to resolve differences between the Majles (parliament) and the Guardian Council. 


	8. Farsi 

	Persian word for the Persian language. Fars is a province in Central Iran. 


	9. Foundation of the Oppressed maslahat 

	A clerically controlled foundation set up after the revolution in Iran. 


	10. fundamentalism 

	A term recently popularized to describe radical religious movements throughout the world. 


	11. Guardian Council 

	A committee created in the Iranian constitution to oversee the Majles (the parliament). 


	12. Hezbollahis 

	Literally “partisans of God.” In Iran, the term is used to describe religious vigilantes. In Lebanon, it is used to describe the Shi’I militia. 


	13. hojjat al-Islam 

	Literally, ”lhe proof of Islam.” In Iran, it means a medium-ranking cleric. 


	14. Imam Jum’ehs 

	Prayer leaders in Iran’s main urban mosques. 


	15. Islamism 

	A new term for the use of Islam as a political ideology. Similar to political Islam and fundamentalism. 


	16. jurist’s guardianship 

	Khomeini’s concept that the Iranian clergy should rule on the grounds that they are the divinely appointed guardians of both the law and the people. 


	17. laissez-faire 

	A term taken from the French, which means “to let be,” in other words, to allow to act freely. 


	18. Leader/Supreme Leader 

	A cleric elected to be the head of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


	19. Majles 

	The Iranian parliament, from the Arabic term for “assembly.” 


	20. OPEC (Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries) 

	An organization dedicated to achieving stability in the price of oil, avoiding price fluctuations, and generally furthering the interests of the member states. 


	21. pasdaran 

	Persian term for guards, used to refer to the army of Revolutionary Guards formed during Iran’s Islamic Revolution. 


	22. People of the Book 

	The Muslim term for recognized religious minorities, such as Christians, Jews, and Zoroastrians. 


	23. political Islam 

	A term for the intermingling of religion with politics and often used as a substitute for fundamentalism. 


	24. Qur’an 

	The Muslim Bible. 


	25. rentier state 

	A country that obtains much of its revenue from the export of oil or other natural resources. 


	26. resource curse 

	The concept that revenue derived from abundant natural resources, such as oil, often bring unforeseen ailments to countries. 


	27. shari’a 

	Islamic law derived mostly from the Qur’an and the examples set by the Prophet Muhammad. 


	28. theocracy 

	A state dominated by the clergy, who rule on the grounds that they are the only interpreters of God’s will and law. 
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