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Chapter 13: Iran

Iran
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 seq NL_Sec \r 1 \h Learning  seq NL1 \r 0 \h objectives
After reading this chapter, you should be able to:

1 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Describe the major critical junctures in the development of Iran and understand the sources of tension generated by Iran’s combination of theocracy and democracy.

2 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Understand the dependent nature of the early economic development of Iran, as well as its contemporary reliance on oil for most revenue, and the political consequences of the existence of this “rentier state.”

3 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Explain the unique combination of theocracy and democracy that exists in Iran and the policy-making process that grows out of it
 seq NLI \r 0 \h 

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h chapter Outline
I seq NLA \r 0 \h .
The Making of the Modern Iranian State
A seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Iran is a unique political regime that contains elements of democracy, authoritarianism, and theocracy.
B seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The development of Iran has been shaped by four periods that constitute critical junctures; each but the last was ruled by a particular dynasty: The Safavids (1501–1722), the Qajars (1794–1925), the Pahlavis (1925–1979), and the Islamic Republic (1979–present).
C seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Though often seen through the lens of fundamentalism in the West, the Iranian Revolution was actually a complex combination of political grievances against the ruling elite and the United States, combined with nationalist populism.
D
Iran is an important regional power, with one of the biggest armies in the region, vast oil production, and a respectable GDP. It has the potential to become a nuclear power, which is a major source of tensions in relations with the United States.
II seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Political Economy and Development
A seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
As is the case in much of the developing world, Iran’s early economic history is characterized by dependence on developed countries.
B seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
In the nineteenth century, imported products displaced many traditionally manufactured goods, and the shift toward commercial cash crops, rather than food crops, undermined food self-sufficiency.
C seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
With the development of the oil economy in the early twentieth century, Iran became tied to the world economic system and dependent on oil for the vast majority of its revenues.
D seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Oil contributed to fast-paced growth and the development of a social infrastructure under the rule of the Shah, though it failed to reach the majority of the population.
E seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Iran remains dependent on oil, and Iranian wealth and economic stability are tied to world oil prices. Its reliance on oil has made Iran a “rentier state,” or one that obtains much of its revenue from the export of natural resources, with little need to rely on its domestic tax base.
III seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Governance and Policy-Making
A seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Iran is unique among case studies in your textbook, given its status as a theocracy with elements of democracy.
B seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
While the president of Iran is directly elected, theologians control the most powerful political positions. The Leader, who is the most influential religious figure in the country, possesses wide-ranging, constitutionally mandated authority, including the power of appointment and removal for most high-level political positions and responsibility for mediating between the three branches of government.
C seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The president possesses some powers, most of which are related to budgetary administration and the conduct of diplomatic affairs.
D seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The clergy dominates most public ministries. Factionalism among the clergy, and particularly the division between conservatives (the Jam’eh) and those with a more statist orientation (the Majmu’eh), dominates the policy process.
E.
Iran’s judiciary has been Islamized down to the district-court level and the penal code is based on a reading of the shari’a.
IV seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Representation and Participation
A seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
While predominantly a theocracy, some representatives, in addition to the president, are elected.
B seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The Assembly of Experts, which chooses the Leader, is directly elected, and the elected legislature (the Majles) has some limited powers. It has altered budgets, has had a limited effect on policy, and has forced the president to change ministers on occasion.
C seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Three major political parties exist in the country, although all are deemed acceptable by the regime.
D seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Most of the real political opposition in the country has been forced into exile.
E seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Elections are held, but their openness and fairness has varied depending on the particular officials in power. Access to the media is restricted and controlled by the government, and the government retains a tight hold on dissent.
V seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Iranian Politics in Transition
A seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The major challenges facing Iran for the future include dealing with the tension between theocracy and democracy.
B seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The major external challenge to Iran comes from the United States, which has vocally called for regime change.
C seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
With respect to democratization, the two tensions listed above are related to the extent that conservatives use external threats to rationalize clamping down on dissent and democratization.
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h 
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 seq NL_Sec \r 1 \h Critical thinking questions

1 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
The textbook argues for certain democratic characteristics of the Iranian regime. How convincing are these claims? What are the democratic elements of the Iranian political system and which of its aspects are clearly undemocratic?

2 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Iran’s nuclear capabilities are the biggest source of tension in the country’s relations with the United States. Should the United States permit Iran to develop nuclear capabilities for peaceful purposes? Should the United States allow it to develop nuclear weapons? Does the United States have the right and/or responsibility to limit Iran’s nuclear ambitions?

3.
With respect to the strength and unity of its culture and processes of colonialism, what advantages did Iran enjoy when compared to other countries covered in the text that have experienced colonialism?
4.      Explore the trajectory of U.S.-Iranian relations before, during, and after the Shah. How did Iran end up being counted among the so-called Axis of Evil?

Copyright © Cengage Learning. All rights reserved.

