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Read and analyze each document. Using your knowledge from the assigned lessons and the content of these documents, answer each question in a short, precise, and convincing manner. Write all answers in loose paper in complete sentence format. You do not need to write the question, but make sure to identify each answer by the question number.
Document 1
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 From the 1790s to 1814 French troops conquered and occupied the area that later constituted the German Empire. French domination helped to modernize and consolidate Germany and sparked the first upsurge of German nationalism. In different ways the French emperor Napoleon I helped German unification. It was important that he encouraged many of the middle-sized German states to absorb huge numbers of small independent territories, mostly bishoprics, church lands, and local principalities.  This consolidation process, or mediation, led to the dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire in 1806 and brought the same French legal codes, measurements, and weights to most German-speaking areas, thus helping to modernize them. 

In 1806 Napoleon defeated the last independent and defiant German state, Prussia. The Prussian royal administration was concerned about their defeat and started a thorough reform and modernization of the state and army “reinventing government”. Reformed Prussia became the hope of many other Germans who started to suffer increasingly under the French repressive and exploiting occupation and their often-forced cooperation with France, which drafted large numbers of Germans into its armies and imposed stifling trade regulations in its efforts to block English goods from the continent.

Anti-French sentiment erupted when the Russian armies, pursuing Napoleon’s defeated invasion force, approached Germany in the end of 1812, and a popular uprising helped to drive Napoleon out of Germany in 1813. This common fight of people from different German states against the same enemy gave strong impulses to nationalism. A few intellectuals consequently demanded the unification of all German-speaking lands, but they still represented a minority.

1. On German unification, all of the following are true statements except:

A. French emperor Napoleon I helped German unification
B. The “reinventing government” of Prussia served as head of Napoleon’s German Empire.
C. Mediation led to the dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire
D. This period in German History is known as the First Reich
E. Prussia was the last German state standing against Napoleon by 1806

2. What does Russia have to do with the German Unification process?
Document 2
The Congress of Vienna, striving to restore stability in Europe in 1814-15, created the German Confederation, disappointing the aspirations of nationalists. The rivalry of its predominant powers, Austria and Prussia, paralyzed it in a way comparable to the effects of Soviet-American dualism on the United Nations during the Cold War. Almost everywhere the princes repressed the nationalist movement after 1815. The German princes opposed nationalism and national unification because they realized that national unity required a reform or even destruction of the traditional monarchic states. In a united Germany, the princes would have to cede some rights to a central authority. That the nationalists often voiced liberal demands, such as the granting of constitutions and parliaments, further alarmed the princes and their aristocratic supporters. To princes and aristocrats, nationalism smacked of revolution, democracy, and popular unrest, all things that the Congress of Vienna aimed to ban.

3. What is nationalism?  Why were the princes of the German Federation against national unification? 
Document 3
Johann Gustav Droysen: Speech to the Frankfurt Assembly, 1848
“ We cannot conceal the fact that the whole German question is a simple alternative between Prussia and Austria. In these states German life has its positive and negative poles--in the former, all the interests which are national and reformative, in the latter, all that are dynastic and destructive. The German question is not a constitutional question, but a question of power; and the Prussian monarchy is now wholly German, while that of Austria cannot be. We need a powerful ruling house. Austria's power meant lack of power for us, whereas Prussia desired German unity in order to supply the deficiencies of her own power. Already Prussia is Germany in embryo. She will "merge" with Germany…” 
4. What does the author mean by Already Prussia is Germany? Explain.
5. What negative remarks does the author make about Prussia?

Document 4
The Revolution of 1848:
Following several decades of repression, a strong desire for liberal reform had developed among the educated and wealthy bourgeoisie, while the peasants resented the feudal dues, inheritable taxes and services the peasants owed to landlords, still prevalent in most regions of the German Confederation. Unemployment among small artisans made them join the revolutionary cause in hopes of secure jobs.

Inspired by an uprising in France, German liberals and peasants started to push for their claims with revolutionary violence in March 1848. Barricades went up in Berlin, Vienna, and many other capitals of German kingdoms and duchies. The princes, frightened and poorly prepared for revolution, granted constitutions and parliamentary assemblies and appointed liberal ministries all over Germany. They also pacified the peasants by canceling the remaining feudal dues. German nationalists called a National Assembly in Frankfurt to prepare the unification of Germany as a liberal constitutional state.

However, the professors who constituted the largest group in the assembly, found it hard to determine what should become part of united Germany. The multi-ethnic Austrian empire posed the most serious problem. It included the German-speaking Austrian provinces and German lands of later Czechoslovakia, which all formed part of the German Confederation, but it also included many non-German parts, such as Hungary. What should happen with the Austrian Empire’s vast non-German lands if its German provinces were integrated into a German national state? A strong minority in the National Assembly in Frankfurt therefore advocated the exclusion of Austria from the German nation state and the foundation of a smaller kleindeutsch or “smaller German,” Empire under Prussian leadership. The deliberations of the National Assembly, however, soon became irrelevant because it lacked the power to resist the growing tide of reaction. The position of the National Assembly became precarious when the princes, aware of the power of their still intact armies, started recalling most of their concessions to the liberals in the winter of 1848-49.

The monarchs gathered troops for bloody repression of the liberals, and Prussian armies helped crush democrats in South Germany. In an act of desperation, the National Assembly tried to save national unity at least of the “kleindeutsch” mold by offering a German crown to the Prussian king. The king, however, refused to accept a “crown from the gutter” from revolutionaries. Prussian troops disbanded the National Assembly, and the bloody failure of the revolution made many liberals conclude that military power would be necessary to unite Germany. The failed revolution was a drawback for the national cause, but the demand for unification revived in the late 1850s as a consequence of industrial and economic development.

6. What were the reasons for the peasant’s uprising in the German Confederation? How were they pacified?
7. What is the meaning of the king’s refusal of a “crown from the gutter”?
Document 5
Friedrich Wilhelm IV, King of Prussia: Proclamation of 1849
“I am not able to return a favorable reply to the offer of a crown on the part of the German National Assembly [meeting in Frankfurt], because the Assembly has not the right, without the consent of the German governments, to bestow the crown which they tendered me, and moreover because they offered the crown upon condition that I would accept a constitution which could not be reconciled with the rights of the German states”.

8. What two reasons did Friedrich Wilhelm give for rejecting the crown of the national assembly in Frankfurt?
Document 6
Industrial take-off, 1850-1870:
After 1850 the industrial revolution in Germany entered its decisive take-off phase. New factories were built at a breath-taking rate, the production of textiles and iron soared, railroads grew and started to connect many distant regions, and coal production and export reached record levels every year. These advances profited from a high level of education, the result of an advanced school and university system. For a long time Prussia, along with Scotland, had the highest literacy rate in Europe and exemplary schools, a consequence of the reforms in the wake of the Prussian defeat against Napoleon.

Industrialization was accompanied by rapid population growth and urbanization, the expansion of the middle classes and of the proletariat or the industrial working class, which began to constitute independent organizations. After having lagged behind Western Europe for three hundred years, Germany caught up economically within two decades.

Economic progress was most powerful in Prussia and less impressive in Austria. Through the Vienna peace settlement Prussia had received areas that turned out to be enormously precious for industrialization, the Ruhr district, the Rhineland, and parts of Saxony, all with rich coal deposits. Prussia now started to dominate many of the smaller German states economically, and the smaller states adapted their economies to Prussia. Prussia also developed great interest in facilitating trade with other German lands. This was to some extent a geographic issue since Prussia remained divided into two major regions: the large lands of traditional Prussia from central Germany to the borders of the Russian Poland and the smaller, but economically very powerful, area of the Rhineland and Ruhr district in the west. To facilitate trade between its own unconnected parts, Prussia had lower trade barriers with other German states located in between its territories. This process led to an inconspicuous economic unification of Germany on the basis of a customs union, Zollverein, founded already in 1834 but expanded to most area later belonging to united Germany. Austria, watching the Prussian economic policies in Germany with mistrust and finding little to gain from participating in the customs union, stood aloof. Railroad building followed the lines of trade, and so Germany, within the “kleindeutsch” borders of the later Second Empire, was economically well on its way to unification already before 1871.

9. Why was economic progress an important issue in the process of German unification?
Document 7

Otto von Bismarck: Letter to Minister von Manteuffel, 1856
“ Because of the policy of Vienna [the Congress of Vienna, 1815], Germany is clearly too small for us both [Prussia and Austria]; as long as an honorable arrangement concerning the influence of each in Germany cannot be concluded and carried out, we will both plough the same disputed acre, and Austria will remain the only state to whom we can permanently lose or from whom we can permanently gain. . . .I wish only to express my conviction that, in the not too distant future, we shall have to fight for our existence against Austria and that it is not within our power to avoid that, since the course of events in Germany has no other solution.”  
10. What developments did Bismarck anticipate in the relationship between Austria and Germany?
Document 8

Field Marshal Helmuth von Moltke: 1866“Hegemony” means dominance.

“ The war of 1866 [between Prussia and Austria] was entered on not because the existence of Prussia was threatened, nor was it caused by public opinion and the voice of the people; it was a struggle, long foreseen and calmly prepared for, recognized as a necessity by the Cabinet, not for territorial aggrandizement, for an extension of our domain, or for material advantage, but for an ideal end--the establishment of power. Not a foot of land was exacted from Austria, but she had to renounce all part in the hegemony of Germany. . . Austria had exhausted her strength in conquests south of the Alps, and left the western German provinces unprotected, instead of following the road pointed out by the Danube. Its center of gravity lay out of Germany; Prussia's lay within it. Prussia felt itself called upon and strong enough to assume the leadership of the German races”. 

11. What happened in 1866? What did Germany win?


Document 9
Otto von Bismarck: 1866
“We had to avoid wounding Austria too severely; we had to avoid leaving behind in her any unnecessary bitterness of feeling or desire for revenge; we ought rather to reserve the possibility of becoming friends again with our adversary of the moment, and in any case to regard the Austrian state as a piece on the European chessboard. If Austria were severely injured, she would become the ally of France and of every other opponent of ours; she would even sacrifice her anti-Russian interests for the sake of revenge on Prussia. . . .The acquisition of provinces like Austria Silesia and portions of Bohemia could not strengthen the Prussian state; it would not lead to an amalgamation of German Austria with Prussia, and Vienna could not be governed from Berlin as a mere dependency. . . Austria's conflict and rivalry with us was no more culpable than ours with her; our task was the establishment or foundation of German national unity under the leadership of the King of Prussia”.
12. Otto von Bismarck largely unified Germany by accumulating German territories under the flag of which German state? 
13. Why did Germany avoid “wounding Austria too severely”?


Document 10

In the 1850s and 60s Austria, caught in its double role as a multi-national empire and German state, still hoped to preserve a loosely united confederation in Germany. Yet Otto von Bismarck, who became Prussian Minister President in 1862, accepted the necessity of national unification without Austria and was determined to bring united Germany under the hegemony of the conservative, anti-liberal Prussian monarchy. To Bismarck, unity might be a good thing if it strengthened Prussia and took the wind out of the sails of the liberals, who he had provoked by funding army increases in defiance of the Prussian parliament’s liberal majority.

Bismarck was a conservative landlord, a Junker, who reflected the values and authoritarian vision of his class. He realized that Prussia needed to industrialize and modernize its economy to compete with Britain, France, and the United States. He created an unlikely and nondemocratic coalition of northeastern rural Junker lords and northwestern Ruhr Valley iron industrialists, known

as the “marriage of iron and rye.”  His loyalty was above all Prussian; he was no German nationalist and hated liberalism, democracy, and socialism. Above all, he detested the liberals who were pushing the Prussian king to strengthen the power of parliaments, work toward German unification, and limit military spending for the army (the force against the revolution in 1849). With their majority in the Prussian parliament, the liberals seemed close to success in 1862. Bismarck, however, sought a way of uniting Germany militarily while cutting back liberal power. Believing that charismatic leaders could become popular among the industrial and rural masses, he reckoned that parliaments elected by universal and equal manhood suffrage could be limited in influence and that government propaganda and electoral manipulation would ensure pro-governmental majorities. And thus a “revolution from above”.  Bismarck therefore sought an alliance with the masses in order to isolate and undermine the liberals, who had much power under the restricted, property-based Prussian franchise but would be outnumbered by the industrial and rural masses in a system based on universal suffrage. If this strategy failed to tame the liberals, Bismarck was willing to use repression through the basis of conservative power, the army. 
14. What is meant by Bismarck’s“ marriage of iron and rye.”  ?
15. What does the term “revolution from above” refer to?
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Document 11

Bismarck always insisted on the importance of power: unification would not come about through speeches and declarations but by “iron and blood.” But this widely quoted martial phrase (usually misquoted as “blood and iron”) obscures the astuteness with which he managed German unification and overcame the domestic conflict with the Prussian liberals.

16. What did he actually meant by this phrase? Justify your answer.


Document 12

The Imperial Proclamation, January 18, 1871
Whereas the German princes and the free cities have unanimously called upon us to renew and to assume, with the restoration of the German Empire, the German imperial office, which has been empty for more than sixty years; and Whereas adequate arrangements have been provided for this in the constitution of the German Confederation; 

We, Wilhelm, by the grace of God King of Prussia, do herewith declare that we have considered it a duty to our common fatherland to answer the summons of the united German princes and cities and to accept the German imperial title. In consequence, we and our successors on the throne of Prussia will henceforth bear the imperial title in all our relations and in all the business of the German Empire, and we hope to God that the German nation will be granted the ability to fashion a propitious future for the fatherland under the symbol of its ancient glory. We assume the imperial title, conscious of the duty of protecting, with German loyalty, the rights of the Empire and of its members, of keeping the peace, and of protecting the independence of Germany, which depends in its turn upon the united strength of the people. We assume the title in the hope that the German people will be granted the ability to enjoy the reward of its ardent and self-sacrificing wars in lasting peace, within boundaries which afford the fatherland a security against renewed French aggression which has been lost for centuries. And may God grant that We and our successors on the imperial throne may at all times increase the wealth of the German Empire, not by military conquests, but by the blessings and the gifts of peace, in the realm of national prosperity, liberty, and morality. Wilhelm I, Kaiser und König.

17. Who called for King Wilhelm to assume the crown of Emperor? What “adequate arrangements” were made that enabled King Wilhelm to accept the title?
18. What were two “duties” King Wilhelm accepted in this proclamation? What hope did he express?


Document 11

After national unification Germany was the strongest military power on the Continent and probably in the world. But Bismarck was always worried about Germany’s dangerous geopolitical position between other great powers against which no natural protective walls existed. His foreign policy therefore remained cautious and peaceful. He considered Germany a saturated state. The loss of Alsace and Lorraine and the humiliating defeat in 1870 made French hostility to the German empire a constant element of European diplomacy. Bismarck thus always tried to keep France isolated. In 1879 he concluded a secret alliance with Austria-Hungary (Dual Alliance), and two years later he signed a defensive treaty with Russia and Austria. In 1882 Italy joined the German-Austrian alliance (Triple Alliance). Of the five other major powers in Europe three were now allied with Germany and one, Britain, was not interested in European alliances for the time being. The main rivals of the British were the French (in Africa) and the Russians (in Iran and the far East).

Although most of Bismarck’s agreements represented only informal commitments rather than strict alliances, he succeeded in staying on good terms with all powers except France. This was a remarkable achievement, particularly as all of Germany’s allies had significant conflicts among each other: Russia and Austria were the main rivals on the Balkans, and Italy wanted to “redeem” Austria’s Italian-speaking areas.

Religious division posed another problem to national unity. The south German states were predominantly Catholic, as were the Rhineland and Ruhr provinces that only recently (1815) had become part of Lutheran Prussia. Many Catholics felt uneasy about living in a state whose highest administration was so clearly dominated by Prussian Protestants. The Vatican increased their difficulties by condemning the encroachment of states on educational and church affairs. Challenged by growing anti-clericalism (hostility to the political role of the Church), the Vatican also issued a dogma of Papal infallibility. In order to defend the Church and its influence over education, Catholic politicians in Germany formed a new party, the Center Party.

Bismarck, in turn, saw Catholicism as a threat to the Reich’s unity and started to impose legal restrictions on Catholic education and worship (Kulturkampf). He expelled the Jesuit order and refractory bishops. The liberals, who considered the papacy backward and unenlightened, supported Bismarck’s legislation, thus completing a remarkable rapprochement with the politician the liberals had hated when he became Prussian prime minister in 1862. By the end of the 1870s, however, repressive measures seemed incommensurate to the threat Catholicism posed to the Reich. The fight against Catholicism also appeared to become counterproductive because it strengthened the Center Party. Apart from church issues, Bismarck and the Center Party agreed on many questions, so Bismarck abandoned the Kulturkampf and tried to win parliamentary support from the Center Party.

To secure Germany’s European position, Bismarck tried to stay out of the race for the colonization of African and Asian territories, which reached a new intensity in the 1880s. He saw that colonies led to many tensions between European nations and that most of the more developed and rich areas had long been claimed by other nations anyway. Only under strong domestic pressure did he agree to seize some lands in Africa and several Pacific islands. He made sure, however, that these acquisitions did not overly strain German relations to the other European states and seems to have been willing to trade away the colonies for other concessions by European powers at an opportune moment. Altogether, German foreign policy under Bismarck — in spite of the ambivalence and confusion of his treaties — looked reliable and stable. Although many European powers had only grudgingly tolerated the unification of Germany, they knew that they did not have much to fear from the new state under Bismarck’s leadership.

19. How were uncertain geographic boundaries, religion division and the lack of a cohesive German cultural identity negative factors for the unification of Germany prior to 1870?
Document 11 

Kulturkampf
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20. In his kulturkampf, Bismarck sought to:
a. remove Germany’s education and cultural institutions from the Catholic Church and place them under the state.

b. transform Germany into a democracy.

c. extend Germany’s colonial empire.

d. strengthen Germany’s defenses.

e. minimize state interference in the country’s economy.

