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United Kingdom Politics, Policies and Participation
Section 4 Representation and Participation
Terms:

1. House of Commons: 

2. House of Lords: 

3. Act of Parliament: 

4. Parliamentary sovereignty: 

5. Two-Party System: 

6. Hung Parliament: 

7.  Labour Party: 

8.  Conservative Party: 

Questions:

1.  Explain the process a bill must go through in order to become a law.

2. How significant are contemporary changes in Parliament?

3. How is U.K.’s method of voting favorable for the representation of the people?

4. How does the electoral system impair smaller parties?

5. How have decolonization, Europeanization and globalization affected the British national identity?
                       Section 5 British Politics in Transition

The Troubles

The 1920 partition of the island of Ireland (which separated the six counties that comprise Northern Ireland, which is part of the UK, from the Republic of Ireland, a separate country, with its capital in Dublin, which occupies the remaining five-sixths of the island) left a legacy of mistrust and violence. The unionists, who were mainly Protestants, insisted on union with the UK (hence the name unionists). The Catholic republicans demanded an independent and unified Irish republic, hence the name republicans. One of the longest festering religious, ethnic, and nationalist struggles in the world, the sectarian strife in Northern Ireland killed more than 3,500 people between 1966 and 1999, bedeviled the governments of Britain and Ireland, and shocked the conscience of the world. At last, in the fall of 1994, cease-fire declarations made by the Irish Republican Army (IRA) and the Protestant paramilitary organizations renewed hope for a peace settlement in Northern Ireland. Then, in a dramatic new development in early spring 1995, British prime minister John Major and Irish prime minister John Bruton jointly issued a framework agreement, inspiring mounting optimism about a political settlement. With his 1997 landslide victory, Tony Blair had political capital to spend. He invested a chunk of it on peace in Northern Ireland. Blair arranged to meet Gerry Adams, president of Sinn Fein, the party in Northern Ireland with close ties to the IRA—and shook his hand. He was the first prime minister to meet with a head of Sinn Fein since 1921. Handshake or not, violent turf battles within and between each camp created fear and repeated crises in the peace process. 

In 2001, the IRA began disarming under the sponsorship of third-party diplomats, and yet violence rose despite cease-fires by paramilitary groups. In 2002, home rule government was suspended, and British direct rule was reimposed. On numerous occasions, Tony Blair and his Irish Republic counterpart, Bertie Ahern, pledged to redouble efforts to get Northern Ireland’s faltering peace process back on track, but progress was not easy. In January 2005, hopes for a settlement were dashed by the blockbuster announcement that linked the IRA to a $40 million bank robbery. In February, Robert McCartney, a Sinn Fein supporter, was brutally murdered by IRA members in a Belfast bar.  McCartney’s murder, the wall of silence the IRA imposed on some 70 witnesses, and the IRA’s offer to kill the men who were responsible, had significant political repercussions. Despite the May 2005 election, which ousted Unionist moderate David Trimble and strengthened the hands of the more radical parties (Sinn Fein and Democratic Unionist Party), the increasingly vocal popular demands for an end to sectarian violence finally broke the deadlock. 

By mid-2005, the IRA had exhausted its leverage. Gerry Adams seemed ready to press for their dissolution, and—despite denials—insiders spoke of a pending settlement or even a secret deal all but agreed. At long last—although as always in Northern Ireland, there would be detours and complications— the optimism was well founded. In March 2007, Gerry Adams and Ian Paisley sat at the same table for the first time, declaring that they would work together in a power-sharing government in Northern Ireland. 

This was a hard-earned crowning achievement for Prime Minister Blair, supported by Chancellor Brown’s commitment to a handsome “peace dividend” (a financial package of some $100 billion over a ten-year period to support development and public services, reduce poverty and social exclusion, and spur business initiatives). In May 2007, the unimaginable came to pass. Devolution was restored to Northern Ireland. Ian Paisley became first minister of Northern Ireland and Martin McGuinness the deputy first minister. The Northern Ireland executive, although highly dependent on budgetary transfers from the UK central government, took over responsibility for regional development, health, and education. As Ian Paisley put it—in almost biblical terms— on the day the power-sharing arrangement was launched, “Northern Ireland has come to a time of peace, when hate will no longer rule.” Let us hope that the decades of sectarian strife (“the Troubles”) in Northern Ireland are well and truly over—and nearly everyone thinks they are. Indeed, the success in Northern Ireland was quickly heralded as the crowning achievement in Blair’s legacy. Within hours of Blair’s departure as prime minister, he was appointed as a Middle East envoy working on behalf of the United States, Russia, the EU, and the UN. As Blair turned his attention to the Middle East, Gordon Brown found his inbox at 10 Downing Street overflowing.
1. What legacy did the 1920 partition of the island of Ireland leave?

2. What was the role of both Sinn Fein and IRA in the conflict between Northern Ireland and Britain?

3. How did “The Troubles” reach an end?
Read Britain and the Legacies of Empire Textbook pg. 86

4. When did Britain’s global status as an empire fell apart ad to what consequences?
5. How did the events of 9/11 and 7/7 affect British policy? Explain Blair’s doctrine of international community before 9/11 and after 9/11.
