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“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”
After reading the document, answer the following questions on a loose paper and hand in to evaluate. You may work in pairs and hand in only one paper. Be sure to analyze the sermon according to the period and its significance.

1. What is the purpose of his sermon? How are people meant to respond?

2. Who is Edwards’ intended audience and what does he believe about their fundamental nature as human beings? How does he demonstrate this opinion?

3. What does Edwards believe all people are born with? 
4. What does Edwards assume his audience is afraid of? How does he utilize these fears to his advantage? What new fears does he cultivate? 

5. What images or analogies does Jonathan Edwards use to evoke the situation of the unconverted? What does it mean to be unconverted?
6. What literary strategies does Edwards use to disarm his listeners? What popular notions or mindsets does he attack? Why does Edwards seek to disarm his listeners? 
7. Where does Edwards use repetition?  What is the effect of his use of repetition?
8. What does he believe that God is? According to Edwards’ characterization of God, is God irrational? Why? (Be careful. This is not your personal opinion of his sermon but a look at his actual argument considering his intended audience) 

9. Edwards puts emphasis on the “pleasure of God.” Define the “pleasure of God” in light of his arguments. What kind of picture of God does Edwards paint for his listeners when he discusses the “pleasure of God”? 
10. Identify at least three instances in which Edwards uses diction, imagery, and/or metaphor to describe or emphasize God’s strength. What is Edwards’ purpose in convincing his audience of God’s strength?
11. Obviously, Edwards is a Puritan preacher; Unlike earlier Puritans who believed in predestination, Edwards offers what to these sinners?
12. What does Edwards hope his sermon will accomplish? How does this sermon work? What makes/made it effective? What is the theme of the sermon?
13. This sermon is considered a prelude to the Great Awakening. What does this mean?
 

_____14. As a preacher, Edwards uses his sermon to

A. Raise money for his church.
B. Frighten his congregation into seizing the opportunity to come back to Puritanism and to receive salvation.
C. Persuade his congregation to revolt against England.
D. Uplift his congregation, so that they will believe in God.
_____15. Edward's vivid descriptions of Hell are meant to

A. Frighten his audience.
B. Amuse his audience.
C. Fascinate his audience.
D. Make his audience feel superior.
_____16. Edwards presents God as a being who

A. Is often angry and vengeful.
B. Continually redefines the universe.
C. Enjoys human suffering and misery.
D. Easily forgives repentant sinners.
_____17. Edwards compares each of his listeners to "a spider or some loathsome insect held over the fire" in order to stress a human being's.
 A. Powerlessness in comparison to God.
B. Unimportance in God's plan.
C. Ugliness in God's eyes.
D. Courage in the face of God's wrath.
_____18. All of the following are images used by Jonathan Edwards to scare his audience EXCEPT
A bow and arrow ready to pierce one's heart.
B. Flood waters held back by God's hand.
C. A wide, gaping canyon.
D. A lake of burning brimstone.
_____19. Toward the end of the sermon, Edwards's tone shifts from.
A. Sorrowful to joyous

B. Frightening to hopeful

C. Joyous to resentful

D. Sympathetic to bitter

_____20. What is the central message of the sermon?

A. There is no hope for salvation.

B. The only hope for salvation is in good deeds.

C. The only hope for salvation is through Christian rebirth.

D. Sinners can save their souls through constant prayer.

