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I. Introduction 

Cultural diversity is one of the fundamental characteristics of the United States; therefore,             

the nation is often described as a “melting pot” in which a myriad of nationalities have                

contributed their unique flavors to the American culture. However, the aforementioned diversity            

could not have been accomplished without a plethora of individuals immigrating to the United              

States, whether they did it in a legal or an illegal manner. Immigration is a topic of utmost                  

controversy in the U.S. due to the complex and conflicting opinions American citizens and              

politicians possess regarding said topic. Ever since the Age of Exploration, the United States has               

become a home for people from all parts of the world, whether it be Chinese individuals during                 

the major immigration wave of 1815, Puerto Ricans        

subsequent to the global depression of the 1930s, or         

more recently, unaccompanied women, men and      

children from Mexico seeking entrance to the       

United States with the purpose of experiencing their        

own version of the “American Dream”.   1

II. Historical Context 

In 1845, the U.S. Congress voted to annex the Republic of Texas which had achieved               

independence in 1836 from Mexico through the Texas Revolution; however, Mexico refused to             

1  https://www.prb.org/us-migration-trends/  
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recognize its sovereignty. Guided by the ideal to manifest destiny and annexation, Texas sought              2

to expand its territory towards the Pacific Ocean. Nonetheless, Mexico desired to reintegrate             

Texas, resulting in contradictory land claims as well as a poorly defined border. While Mexico               3

proposed many diplomatic efforts to settle the territorial dispute and avoid any erratic military              

action, the United States’ reluctance for peace set the stage for the Mexican-American War.              

Subsequent to the war, the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ceased 55% of Mexico’s territory               

to the United States. However, the demarcation was finalized with the Gadsden Purchase of              4

1853, where 30,000 additional square miles of northern Mexican territory (currently southern            

Arizona and southern New Mexico) were bought by the U.S. for $10 million.  5

After establishing the Treaty of     

Guadalupe, both parties, official and vigilante,      

began rigorously regulating the movement of      

people across the border. Since Mexico had       

abolished slavery in 1829, many slaves      

populating the southern states crossed the      

border in search of a safe haven. Similarly,        

Chinese immigrants began to enter the United States through Mexico in the late 1880s.              

Consequently, the unofficial border patrol increased monitoring and regulation. Even with more            

attention being given to the border, there was no joint effort to halt the immigration of Mexicans                 

to the United States until the Mexican Revolution broke out in the 1910s. Firstly, the U.S.                6

2 https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/texas-declares-independence 
3 https://www.usatoday.com/border-wall/story/us-mexico-border-history/510833001/ 
4 https://www.history.com/topics/mexican-american-war/treaty-of-guadalupe-hidalgo 
5 https://www.britannica.com/story/how-the-border-between-the-united-states-and-mexico-was-established 
6 https://www.history.com/topics/immigration/u-s-immigration-before-1965 
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militarized its border to ensure the revolution remained in Mexican territory, yet many families              

managed to immigrate into the U.S. with the purpose of escaping conflicts in their homelands.               

Currently, many families and unaccompanied minors continue to seek similar opportunities by            

migrating into U.S. and simultaneously striving for a brighter future for younger generations.  

III. The Younger Generation 

In the United States there are approximately 9 million children whose parents are             

undocumented immigrants, a significant majority of these being from Mexican origin.           7

Approximately 4.5 million of these children were born in the United States to undocumented              

immigrant parents, and thus are granted birthright citizenship by the 14th Amendment of the              

Constitution of the United States. It is utterly common for children who are citizens of the                8

United States to live in the same residence as their parents, who are not citizens of the United                  

States. The aforementioned concept is described as a “mixed-status” family. The stressor of             9

greatest significance for these children is being separated from their parents as they are prone to                

being discovered by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Immigration and Customs            

Enforcement (ICE) at any moment. In this past decade, approximately 2 million parents were              10

deported from the United States of America and 81% of them were sent to Latin America.                

Recent statistics presented by demographers illustrate that for every two adults that are deported,              

one citizen child is impacted.  11

However, there is also an excessive amount of Mexican children living on the border              

between the United States and their homeland. Life on the U.S.-Mexico border is extremely dire               

7 https://www.apa.org/pi/families/resources/newsletter/2016/11/detention-deportation 
8 https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/fourteenth-amendment 
9 https://medium.com/national-center-for-institutional-diversity/seven-things-to-know-about-mixed-status-families 
10 https://www.ice.gov/ 
11 https://www.jstor.org/stable/41678758?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents 
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as well as demanding. Millions of children are sent across the border by their parents on a daily                  

basis with the hopes of finding better lives. Nonetheless, many of these children do not make it                 

alive, whereas several of them are arrested by the US Border Patrol (USBP). The USBP               

apprehended nearly 69,000 unaccompanied children in 2014, 40,000 in 2015 and 60,000 in             

2016. A plethora of undocumented Mexican immigrants, both children and parents, die every             12

day as they embark on journies through the Arizona desert hoping to gain entrence to the United                 

States. Since 1994, over 3,000 Mexican individuals have died in attempts to cross the border               13

into southern Arizona.   14

It is also extremely common for children to be found living in the border without their                

parents, many of these being of Mexican origin. As of June 2019, more than 2,000 children were                 

being held in the custody of the US Border Patrol without their parents being present. As stated                 15

in the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act, a bill signed into law by President              

George W. Bush in 2008, children cannot be held by Customs and Border Protection (CBP) for                

more than 72 hours. Once three days have passed, these children must be transferred to the                

custody of the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR), which is a division of the Department of                

Health and Human Services that is responsible for unaccompanied children. Nonetheless,           16

children are being held by CBP for weeks in facilities that do not have essential supplies for                 

hygiene such as toothbrushes or toilet paper. Under said conditions, many of these children find               17

themselves obligated to spend days without showering in extremely overcrowded locations in            

which they do not receive adequate care. 

12 https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/child-and-young-migrants 
13 https://www.wsj.com/articles/in-the-arizona-desert-an-elite-border-patrol-unit-responds-to-desperate-cases-11561887052 
14 https://people.howstuffworks.com/virtual-border-fence3.htm 
15 https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2019/6/25/18715725/children-border-detention-kids-cages-immigration 
16 https://psmag.com/news/what-laws-protect-detained-children-from-mistreatment-on-the-border 
17 https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2019/6/25/18715725/children-border-detention-kids-cages-immigration 
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IV. Economic Implications  

The economy that is correlated to the United States-Mexico border is essential to both              

nations. Circular migration, which is practiced by Mexican laborers with great frequency, is             

nearly as old as the border itself. This is a direct consequence of the constant alterations in the                  18

meaning of boundary changes, which has a direct impact on the way goods and people cross the                 

border. Said movement of capital and labor affects all types of economies, whether they are               

local, national, or international. Moreover, the implementation of United States-supported          

economic policies throughout the Americas has destabilized numerous countries, forcing many           

individuals to migrate, Mexians included. Therefore, the economic facets of the United            

States-Mexican border have had significant impacts on contemporary debates regarding          

immigration. 

The bilateral economic   

relationship between the   

United States and Mexico is of      

significant interest to both    

nations, especially the United    

States due to Mexico’s    

proximity to the US as well as       

the cultural and economic ties     

between the two countries.    19

Furthermore, the United States has a strong economic relationship with Mexico under the North              

18 https://www.unece.org/index.php?id=44717 
19 https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL32934.pdf 
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American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) which also benefits the United States. Moreover,            20

the United States and Mexico share many common economic interests related to trade,             

investment, and regulatory cooperation. This may be influenced by the fact that the two              21

countries share a 2,000-mile border and have extensive interconnections through the Gulf of             

Mexico. There also exist links through migration, tourism, environmental issues, health           22

concerns, and family and cultural relationships. 

V. Social Implications  

In the age of globalization, social media has become an essential tool in broadcasting              

people’s opinions about the immigration crisis. Depending on the platform, they can either             

reinforce the criminalized image of immigrants and promote anti-immigrant beliefs or, on the             

contrary, help to integrate immigrants in American society, and thus serve as catalysts for public               

uproar against anti-immigrant legislation, such as Trump’s “zero tolerance” policy. Under the            

policy, any adult caught crossing the border illegally faced prosecution, and their children will be               

sent to federal shelters all over the United States. Consequently, many activists have turned to               

social media platforms in order to promote hundreds of national marches, protests and rallies to               

call for immediate reunification of migrant families and an end to all detention facilities.  

However, many anti-immigrant organizations and individuals have resorted to protests           

and revolts to impose their alternate solutions for the immigration crisis. Anti-immigrant groups             

like FAIR (Federation for Immigration Reform) and CIS (Center for Immigration Studies) have             23

entered the mainstream media through policymakers who share their beliefs. These groups have             

20 https://ustr.gov/trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements/north-american-free-trade-agreement-nafta 
21 https://www.hsdl.org/?abstract&did=823719 
22 https://www.businessinsider.com/us-mexico-border-wall-photos-maps-2018-5 
23 https://www.adl.org/the-anti-immigrant-movement-in-the-us 
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utilized social media to demonize immigrants and endorse their agenda. Just like the alt-left,              

many anti-immigrant groups exercised their right to protest to denounce immigrant protection            

laws and policies. Specifically, many protested their sentiments during the Straight Pride            

Parade held in Boston on August 31,       

2019. As a result, the number of       

undocumented Mexican immigrants has    

decreased from 6.9 million to 4.9      

million in the last 10 years. Mexicans       24

now make up 47% of undocumented      

immigrants, the first time they have not       

been a majority since 1965 when the US        

enacted the Immigration and Nationality Act. Clearly, public opinion has had a prominent role              25

in the decrease of Mexican immigrants to the United States and must be considered as a weapon                 

that could easily influence future bills and policies.  

VII. Current Status 

A. Most Recent Legislation  

Title Year Description 

Immigration Reform and   
Control Act  26

1986 ➢ Started sanctions for knowingly hiring     
illegal aliens. 

➢ Provided amnesty to illegal aliens     
already in the US. 

➢ Increased border enforcement. 
➢ Made it a crime to hire an illegal        

immigrant. 

24 https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/06/17/key-findings-about-u-s-immigrants/ 
25 https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2019/6/25/18715725/children-border-detention-kids-cages-immigration 
26 https://www.numbersusa.com/solutions/stop-amnesty 

 



 

Illegal Immigration Reform   
and Immigrant Responsibility   
Act  

1996 ➢ Phone verification for worker    
authentication by employers. 

➢ Access to welfare benefits more     
difficult for legal aliens. 

➢ Increased border enforcement. 

Enhanced Border Security and    
Visa Entry Reform Act    
(Immediate consequence of   
September 11,2001 terrorist   
attacks) 

2002 ➢ Provided for more Border Patrol agents. 
➢ Requires that schools report foreign     

students attending classes. 
➢ Stipulates that foreign nationals in the      

US will be required to carry IDs with        
biometric technology. 

Homeland Security Act 2002 ➢ Ordered all transportation, customs,    
immigration, and border security    
agencies to work under the Department      
of Homeland Security. 

➢ Requires agencies to share information     
and coordinate efforts in relation to      
national security and border control. 

➢ Outlines specific requirements on    
handling of children in immigration and      
border issues. 

Deferred Action for Childhood    
Arrivals 

2012 ➢ Secretary of Homeland Security    
announced that certain people who     
came to the United States as children       
and meet several guidelines may request      
consideration of deferred action for a      
period of two years, subject to renewal,       
and work authorization; however,    
Trump’s administration has been    
interfering with the program in hopes of       
annulment.  

 

B. The United States Senate 

For the 116th Congress, the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Border Security and            

Immigration has jurisdiction over immigration and naturalization, border security, admission          27

27 https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/about/subcommittees 

 



 

of refugees, treaties, conventions, international agreements, private immigration and claim bills,           

and federal charters of incorporation. It also oversees the Department of Homeland Security             

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, Directorate of Border and Transportation Security,           

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement etc. Although the Senate majority is Republican, it             

is crucial for both parties to work in unison to enact safe and ethical immigration bills and                 

policies while also considering their economic, social, and regional effects.  

VIII. Guide Questions  

1. What is your delegation’s opinion in regards to President Trump’s national emergency 

declaration over the border between the United States and Mexico? 

2. Does your delegation agree with the $4.6 billion bill with fewer restrictions that was 

approved by the US Senate to aid the individuals in the U.S.-Mexico border? 

3. What other delegations share your delegation’s ideologies in regards to the border crisis 

and how the U.S. Senate should respond to it? 

4. How does your delegation plan to ensure that economic relations between the United 

States and Mexico are not jeopardized as a result of the immigration issues on the border? 

5. How does your delegation plan on ensuring safety for minors who are living on the 

border between Mexico and the United States? 

6. How will your delegation address the issue of “mixed-status families”? 

7. Does your delegation believe stricter policies should be established in regards to 

protecting Mexican children whose parents have been deported?  

IX. Useful Resources  

● The effects of deportation on children: 

 



 

○ https://www.apa.org/pi/families/resources/newsletter/2016/11/detention-deportati

on 

○ https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/child-and-young-migrants 

○ https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2019/6/25/18715725/children-border-de

tention-kids-cages-immigration 

● Protecting detained children on the border: 

○ https://psmag.com/news/what-laws-protect-detained-children-from-mistreatment-

on-the-border 

○ https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/fourteenth-amendment 

● Understanding recent actions taken by the US Senate regarding the border crisis: 

○ https://www.cnbc.com/2019/09/25/senate-votes-to-block-trump-national-emergen

cy-over-border-wall.html 

○ https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/26/us/politics/child-migrants-senate.html 

X. Message from the Dias  

The committee will begin on present day, in the midst of debates taking place in the U.S.                 

Senate regarding what should be done in order to prevent the border crisis from intensifying.               

Delegates are encouraged to prepare for debate on all aspects of youth deportation in the               

U.S.-Mexico border whether it be economic, social or regional implications. We have included             

additional resources you may refer to for supplementary information; however, we strongly            

encourage all delegates to research beyond what is included in this briefing. Furthermore, the              

dias exhorts that delegates adhere to policies and consider the viability of your solutions, as they                

are factors that the dias will take into consideration throughout the committee.  
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The position papers are due Tuesday, October 22nd, 2019 at 11:59pm. The document             

should be three pages long, double spaced, Times New Roman, and size 12 font. It must be                 

sent to the committee email as a PDF Document. If you have any questions or concerns, do not                  

hesitate to email us. We are extremely excited for committee and cannot wait to hear your                

innovative solutions in debate! 
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