DBQ Essays Points to Remember
· Start with outside information first & write it down; then read the documents; then construct a thesis.

· Make your life easier by constructing a thesis that can reasonably include most/ all of the
documents (even if you don’t really believe your thesis). It is better to be “practical” than “right.”

· Use as many documents as you can as long as they fit your thesis.

·  Don’t explain documents -- that is not your task! Teachers have a list and a summary for each document. Use documents to reinforce your main points and outside information.

· Don’t rewrite large portions of documents. Try to limit quotations to 1 sentence or less.

· Reference author’s you are citing (e.g. …“In the letter by Abraham Lincoln”)

· Cite every document used, e.g., (Doc. A), (Doc. F)

· All fundamental writing principles you have learned regarding standard essays apply to DBQ essays.

8-Step Strategy

1.   Read the question three times. Do not move on until you fully understand it. Identify to historical period being discussed (i.e. Reconstruction, the Great Depression, the Civil Rights Movement)

2.   Identify the task by circling the main words. (For example: assess the validity, compare and contrast, evaluate relative importance, analyze the significance, etc.)

 3.   Ask yourself “what do I have to prove?” (e.g. Foreign policy is more important than domestic policy….Reconstruction was a failure at achieving civil rights for African Americans…The New Deal overstepped the boundaries of government involvement in daily lives.).

4.   Pay special attention to economic, political, social issues that need to be included.

5.    Make a list (outline) of outside information (what you already know). List all relevant issues, historical terms, names, events. 

6.   Read and examine the documents. Underline any key words or phrases that you may use later in the essay. In the margin make notes about the documents. Reread the question again after reading the first three documents.  

7.   Construct a thesis that is well-developed and clear. Your thesis is your position on the key question. It shows what arguments you will make in the essay and what you intend to prove. A good thesis statement makes the difference between a thoughtful essay and a simple retelling of facts. If the thesis is a mystery to the writer, it will be a mystery to the reader! 
8. Write your essay.


a. First Paragraph:

Write one clear sentence which states a thesis, what the essay will prove.

Specify three or four sub-topic (categories) to the thesis. (logical segments or divisions of the overall thesis).

You may elaborate on each of these sub-topics with simple defining sentences.


b. Second Paragraph:



Begin with a sentence which re-introduces one of the sub-topics.

Support that topic sentence with outside information from your brainstorm list.

Support your outside information with a reference to one of more of the supplied primary sources. 



Be sure you use and cite the documents properly.

Write a concluding sentence which relates the paragraph’s topic back to the thesis.



Write a transitional sentence introducing the next topic.


c. Subsequent Paragraphs:

Continue this procedure until you have exhausted your brainstorm list for possible subtopics. If you have outside information that is not supported by the primary documents, include that information anyway. Accurate student-supplied information will garner points, even without support from the documents; any use of the primary documents not supported with outside information will not garner points and should be avoided.


d. Write a conclusion

A conclusion will score you extra points if done properly. When you write the  concluding paragraph, be sure that what you write is more than just a restating of the thesis. 
