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Type of government

Nigeria is a federal republic modelled after the 

United States, with executive power exercised by 

the President.

It is influenced by the Westminster System model 

in the composition and management of the upper 

and lower houses of the bicameral legislature.

South Africa is a parliamentary republic, 

however its is also presidential.



Origins

Nigeria was a British Sphere of Influence during the 

1800’s and became a Protectorate of the British Empire 

during the early 1900’s. In 1960, Nigeria officially 

became an independent state.

Nigeria’s modern political history is divided in four 

periods:First Republic, Second Republic, Third Republic, 

and Fourth Republic (1999-now).

The Fourth Republic brought democracy to Nigeria after 

16 consecutive years of military rule. Under the 

presidency of Olusegun Obsanjo, the problems with the 

collapsed infrastructure, burocracy, military presence in 

politics, and human rights violations were published.

South Africa was under British influence during the 

1800’s and became a self-governing nation under the 

dominion of the British Empire in 1934. In 1961, South 

Africa became the Republic of South Africa following the 

1960 referendum. 

South African politics were dominated by Afrikaner 

nationalism from 1948-1994 and the apartheid policy 

came into action. Apartheid came to an end in 1994, in 

part thanks to the ANC’s military and political action and 

the Soviet Union’s support.



Who governs?

President Muhammadu 
Buhari

President Cyril 
Ramaphosa

Head of State 
and Head of 
government

Head of State 
and Head of 
government



Basic structure of 
Government







How is power obtained/transferred?

Nigerian electorates vote for their 

President, Senate, and House of 

Representatives every four years.

The President has a limit of serving two 

four year terms and is elected by popular 

vote.

The President appoints the supreme court 

judges (lifetime positions).

In South Africa, elections follow a five-year cycle, with 

national and provincial elections held simultaneously 

and municipal elections held two years later.

After each parliamentary election, the National 

Assembly elects one of its members as President. No 

President may serve more than two terms in office.

The President appoints a Deputy President and 

Ministers, who form the Cabinet which consists of 

Departments and Ministries. 

The President and the Cabinet may be removed by the 

National Assembly by a motion of no confidence.



How are laws/decisions made?

Nigeria South Africa



Advantages/Disadvantages: Nigeria
Advantages:

-The President’s fixed term enables him to give his full 

time to the pursuit of state duties.

-The clear separation of powers among the three 

organs of helps to prevent the misuse of state power.

-Although there are majority and minority parties in 

the legislature, the absence of an official opposition 

party makes everyone work together..

-The President’s power to discipline any erring 

member of his government makes for an effective 

running of the executive arm of government.

Disadvantages:

-The Presidential System is very expensive to run, in 

terms of finance and personnel required for the separate 

executive and legislative arms of government.

-Since the President is not responsible to Parliament, an 

ambitious President may become autocratic because of 

the enormous executive powers at his disposal.

-The fixed term of office of the President may make him 

become very unresponsive to public opinion.

-The separation of the executive and legislative arms of 

government often results in government crises whenever 

both arms disagree with each other, especially on such 

issues as the budget.



Advantages / Disadvantages: South Africa

Advantages:

-Compared  to other new democracies, South Africa 

started with a relatively diversified economy and strong 

political institutions.

-The government tries to reduce economic hardship and 

support the political system widespread.

-Tourism offers a bright spot for the economy, especially in 
the Cape Town area.

Disadvantages:

-Four main challenges remain as a political hardship 

(HIV/Aids, unemployment, social inequality and 

deepening democracy.

- The government has not been able to supply enough 

classroom spaces because of budget constraints, 

administrative and corruption issues.

-A lack of law enforcements and immigration has 

created tensions and violence.

-Its infrastructure establishes an income inequality 

and excess capacity when facing shortages.

-



Examples of other differences

Nigeria

Sharia law is used in northern states and common 

law in southern states and at the federal level.

Corruption Perception Index score is 27/100, 

ranking 140 of 188 countries (2018).

GDP per capita: 1,968.56 USD  (2017)

GDP Growth rate: 0.8% annual change  (2017)

South Africa

The legal system is mixed, having in it 

Roman-Dutch civil law, English common law, and 

customary law.

Corruption Perception Index score is 43/100, 

ranking 73 of 188 countries (2018).

GDP per capita: 6,160.73 USD  (2017)

GDP Growth rate: 1.3% annual change  (2017)


