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Type of Government
India 

The Republic of India has 29 union 
states and 7 union territories. 
Constitutionally, India is a democratic 
republic. It governed by the parameters 
of the Westminster system, connoting 
that it has a parliament and a Prime 
Minister. The President of India is the 
Head of State and the Commander in 
Chief of the Indian Armed Forces. 
Jointly, the Indian Prime Ministers serves 
as the head of the executive branch and 
is responsible for the union government.

    Pakistan
The Islamic Republic of Pakistan is 
comprised by four provinces. By the 
powers of the constitution, it is 
proclaimed a Parliamentary Democratic 
Republic. Its government is modeled by 
the Westminster system, meaning that 
the actions of these branches of 
government are defined by the actions 
of Parliament. The President of the 
Republic is a ceremonial figure, while the 
Prime Minister acts as the chief executive 
(head of government).
 



Origin 
India

Following India's independence from Great Britain 
on August 1947, the Constituent Assembly of India, a 
legislative body elected to write the nation’s 
Constitution, was established; it served as India’s first 
Parliament. Subsequently, with the adoption of said 
Constitution on January 26, 1950, India became a 
sovereign democratic republic. Simultaneously, the 
Parliament of India was founded. 



Origin
Pakistan

Pakistan was created, as an Islamic state, out of 
the partition of the United Kingdom’s Indian Empire, 
gaining its independence in August 14, 1947. It originally 
consisted of two parts: West Pakistan (now Pakistan) 
and East Pakistan (now Bangladesh). In 1956, the nation 
became a federal parliamentary constitutional republic 
when the Constitution of 1956 was adopted by 
independent Pakistan. 



The Prime Minister is considered the 
Head of Government. Consequently, 
the Prime Minister is the leader of the 
executive branch and is the chief 
advisor to the President of India. The 
leader is also head of the Council of 
Ministers and can be member of any of 
the two houses of Parliament. The 
current Prime Minister is Narendra 
Modi, who has been active since May 
2014. The Prime Minister is also the 
leader of the union cabinet and must 
have a majority vote in the lower house 
in order to exercise his powers. In any 
case, the lower house can impeach his 
powers.

India



Because Pakistan is a 
Parliamentary Democratic Republic, it is 
governed by a Prime Minister, even 
though there is an appointed President. 
The current Prime Minister of Pakistan is 
Imran Khan. The latter leads the 
executive branch of the government, 
oversees the economic growth, leads the 
National Assembly, heads the Council of 
Common Interests as well as the 
Cabinet, and is vested with the 
command authority over the nuclear 
arsenal. This position places its holder 
in leadership of the nation and in 
control over all matters of internal and 
foreign policy.

Pakistan

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Executive_(government)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Executive_(government)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Assembly_of_Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Assembly_of_Pakistan


Basic Government Structure of India
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Basic Government Structure of Pakistan
Executive 

Government
Council of Advisers
(Majlis- vi-Shoora)

The 
Judiciary

Prime
Minister

Federal 
Cabinet

The 
President The Senate

(104 
members)

National 
Assembly

(342 members)

Provincial 
Assemblies

Supreme
Court

Mohtasib Provincial 
And High 

Courts

Federal
Shariat
 Court



How is power obtained/transferred? 
In India, the president merely exercices a ceremonial role as head of 

state within the government. The former is indirectly elected by an 
electoral college comprising of the Parliament of India and the legislative 
assemblies of each of India's states and territories. The election is held in 
accordance with the system of proportional representation (PR) by means 
of the single transferable vote (STV) method. The Prime Minister of India is 
the leader of the executive of the nation’s government; he/she is appointed 
by the President of India by convention, based on appointee's ability to 
command confidence in the Lok Sabha, the lower House of Parliament. 



In Pakistan, the president serves as head of state and is indirectly elected by 
the Parliament through the Electoral College, which consists of both houses of 
Parliament (the Senate and National Assembly) and the four provincial assemblies. 
In the absence of the President, the Senate Chairman takes over as the Acting 
President until the President resumes office, or the election for the next President is 
held. Conversely, the Prime Minister of Pakistan is the head of government and chief 
executive of the nation. The candidates for the prime minister are members of 
Parliament who were chosen through direct elections by popular vote following 
campaigning on the party platforms. Usually, the leader of the majority party in the 
parliament retains the office of prime minister, and forms the government either by 
coalition or by simple majority.



How are laws/decisions made? 
Pakistan

Bills may be proposed by members of 
both houses in the legislature

The bill is first proposed in the National 
Assembly and then passes to the Senate

Afterwards, bills are passed for the 
President’s approval. 

If the president rejects, then the bill is 
required to pass with ⅔ majority in 

Parliament

Finally, it becomes an act.

India
Bill is proposed in the lower house and 

goes through three readings

Once it is approved in the Lok Sabha the 
same readings are done in the upper 

house

If the upper house rejects the bill and the 
lower house refuses to revise it, both 

houses go into a joint session

The bill is signed with approval of the 
president.



Advantages
India

- The three branches have equal 
power, complement each other 
and control one another from 
exceeding in power.

- The members of Lok Sabha are 
directly elected by the Indian 
public voting in Single-member 
districts and the members of 
Rajya Sabha are elected by the 
members of all State Legislative 
Assembly by proportional 
representation.

- A pluralistic, multilingual and 
multi-ethnic society, it is also 
home to a diversity of wildlife in a 
variety of protected habitats.



Pakistan
- The three branches have equal power, 

complement each other and control 
one another from exceeding in power. 

- Citizens exercise their right to vote for 
members of both houses of Parliament. 

- According to the constitution, 70 seats 
of Parliament are reserved for women 
and religious minorities, which are 
allocated to the political parties 
according to their proportional 
representation.



Disadvantages
India

- Foreign direct investments contribute 
to pollution problem in the country. 
The developed countries have shifted 
some of their pollution-borne 
industries to the developing countries. 
The major victim is automobile 
industries. Most of these are shifted to 
developing countries and thus they 
have escaped pollution. 

- A disadvantage about India is that 
only 3% of its population obeys income 
tax laws. This is due to the 
unorganized force of labor within the 
country, leading to a massive tax hole. 



     Pakistan
- In Pakistan, preference for boys 

over girls is deeply culturally 
embedded. From birth, many 
women experience gendered 
disadvantages; less access to 
scarce resources and poorer 
health care.

- It is ranked highly on the Failed 
States Index, only being surpassed 
by Yemen, Afghanistan, Iraq, Haiti, 
and other African states. Its 
educational system is very faulty 
and the electrical system, on a 
national scale, has proven to be 
unstable.



Other differences 
Pakistan 

Islamic republic

Has a specific amount of parliamentary 
seats for women and minorities

4 provinces, 1 territory*, and 1 capital 
territory

Only has one interest group

India

Secular state

29 states and 7 union territories

Longer course of democratic 
development
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