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DBQ The Era of Andrew Jackson 
This homework is based on the accompanying documents. It is designed to test your ability to work with historical documents. Some of these documents have been edited for the purposes of the question. As you analyze the documents, take into account the source of each document and any point of view that may be presented in the document.
Was Andrew Jackson a “hero of the common man” or was he no better than King George III?
Directions:  
Part I Answer the questions to the following documents.  
Document 1 – Jackson’s inauguration
(Washington, DC) March 11th (1829)
Thousands and thousands of people, without distinction or rank, collected in an immense mass round he Capital, silent, orderly, and tranquil, with their eyes fixed on the front of that edifice (large or impressive building), waiting the appearance of the President…The door open,… the old man with his grey locks (hair), that crown of glory advances, bows to the people, who greet him with a shout that rends (splits) the air…It was grand, it was sublime! An almost breathless silence…and the multitude (crowd) was still, listening to catch the sound of his voice, tho’ (though) it was so low, as to be heard only by those nearest to him. After…(he read) his speech, the oath was administered to him by the Chief Justice.”                                 

Margaret Bayard, Smith, inauguration observer
1. Describe who was allowed to attend Jackson’s inauguration? (1)  
2. What was the crowd’s reaction to Jackson’s appearance? (1
Document 2 - Jackson’s message explaining his veto of the National Bank, July 10, 1832
“It is to be regretted that the rich and powerful too often bend the acts of government to their selfish purposes….Distinctions in society will always exist under every just government….But when the laws undertake to…. Make the rich richer and the potent more powerful, the humble members of society….have a right to complain of the injustice of their Government.”
1. According to Jackson, which members of society benefited from the National Bank? 
2. Who did Jackson think he was defending when he vetoed the National Bank?
Document 3 - King Andrew the First
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Analyze the following cartoon. 

5. What Presidential power does the cartoon show Jackson having? Why do you believe the artist chose to depict him in this way?

6. What controversial action did President Jackson take in 1832 that is the subject of this cartoon? What items in the cartoon support this notion?

7. Do you feel the artist supports President Jackson’s action? Why or why not?

Document 4
“ So partial are the effects of the [tariff] system, that its burdens are exclusively on one side and its benefits on the other. It imposes on the agricultural interest of the South, including the Southwest, and that portion of the country particularly engaged in commerce and navigation, the burden not only of sustaining the system itself, but that also of the Government. In stating the case thus strongly, it is not the intention of the committee to exaggerate. If exaggeration were not unworthy of the gravity of the subject, the reality is such as to make it unnecessary...” South Carolina's Protest Against Andrew Jackson’s  Tariff of 1828.  By John C. Calhoun (Anonymously).

8. What was the Tariff of 1828? Why did South Carolina threaten secession it? Is the tariff about foreign or domestic policy?
Document 5
Sir, I deprecate and deplore this tone of thought and feeling. I deem far otherwise of the union of the states, and so did the framers of the constitution themselves. What they said I believe; fully and sincerely believe, that the union of the states is essential to the prosperity and safety of the states. I am a unionist, and in this sense, a national republican. I would strengthen the ties that hold us together. Far, indeed, in my wishes, very far distant be the day, when our associated and fraternal stripes shall be severed asunder, and when that happy constellation under which we have risen to so much renown, shall be broken up and be seen sinking star after star, into obscurity and night!

Should our Union fall into pieces, which these doctrines may cause to happen, I fear to see "States dissevered, discordant, belligerent; ... a land rent with civil feuds, or drenched, ... in fraternal blood!" Let us not have "Liberty first and Union afterwards", but "Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and inseparable! Webster-Hayne Debate (Against Andrew Jackson’s policy) , January 26, 1830
The Hayne-Webster Debate was an unplanned series of speeches in the Senate, during which Robert Hayne of South Carolina interpreted the Constitution as little more than a treaty between sovereign states, and Daniel Webster expressed the concept of the United States as one nation. 

9. Who’s opinion is represented in the document?

10. The coalition that supported Andrew Jackson for president had a large faction of advocates of state sovereignty? What does this mean?
Document 6
“It is to be regretted that the rich and powerful too often bend the acts of government to their selfish purposes…. Distinctions in society will always exist under every just government…. But when the laws undertake to…. Make the rich richer and the potent more powerful, the humble members of society…. have a right to complain of the injustice of their Government.” 

The bill “to modify and continue” the act entitled “An act to incorporate the subscribers to the Bank of the United States” was presented to me on the 4th July instant. Having considered it with that solemn regard to the principles of the Constitution which the day was calculated to inspire, and come to the conclusion that it ought not to become a law, I herewith return it to the Senate, in which it originated, with my objections.

 A bank of the United States is in many respects convenient for the Government and useful to the people. Entertaining this opinion, and deeply impressed with the belief that some of the powers and privileges possessed by the existing bank are unauthorized by the Constitution, subversive of the rights of the States, and dangerous to the liberties of the people, I felt it my duty at an early period of my Administration to call the attention of Congress to the practicability of organizing an institution combining all its advantages and obviating these objections. I sincerely regret that in the act before me I can perceive none of those modifications of the bank charter which are necessary, in my opinion, to make it compatible with justice, with sound policy, or with the Constitution of our country. Andrew Jackson's Bank Veto, 1832.
11. Who did Jackson think he was defending when he vetoed the National Bank? According to Jackson, which members of society benefited from the National Bank? Is this veto about foreign or domestic policy?
Document 7
For what would you exchange your share in the advantages and honor of the Union? For the dream of a separate independence, a dream interrupted by bloody conflicts with your neighbors and a vile dependence on a foreign power. If your leaders could succeed in establishing a separation, what would be your situation? Are you united at home? Are you free from the apprehension of civil discord, with all its fearful consequences? . . . . . But the dictates of a high duty oblige me solemnly to announce that you cannot succeed. The laws of the United States must be executed. I have no discretionary power on the subject; my duty is emphatically pronounced in the Constitution. Those who told you that you might peaceably prevent their execution deceived you; they could not have been deceived themselves. They know that a forcible opposition could alone prevent the execution of the laws, and they know that such opposition must be repelled. Their object is disunion. 

But be not deceived by names. Disunion by armed force is treason. Are you really ready to incur its guilt?..... The consequence must be fearful for you, distressing to your fellow citizens here and to the friends of good government throughout the world. 

Andrew Jackson issued the above proclamation appealing to the Carolinians to forsake the treacherous paths of nullification and disunion. 1832.
12. What was Jackson’s opinion of southern secession? Is this proclamation about foreign or domestic policy?
Document 8
As a means of effecting this end, I suggest for your consideration the propriety of setting apart an ample district west of the Mississippi, and without [outside] the limits of any state or territory now formed, to be guaranteed to the Indian tribes as long as they shall occupy it, each tribe having a distinct control over the portion designated for its use. There they may be secured in the enjoyment of governments of their own choice, subject to no other control from the United States than such as may be necessary to preserve peace on the frontier and between the several tribes. . . . . This emigration should be voluntary, for it would be as cruel as unjust to compel the aborigines to abandon the graves of their fathers and seek a home in a distant land....  President Andrew Jackson's endorsement of Indian removal, 1829. 

“All preceding experiments for the improvement of the Indians have failed. It seems now to be an established fact that they cannot live in contact with a civilized community and prosper…. No one can doubt the moral duty of the Government …. To protect and if possible, to preserve and perpetuate the scattered remnants of this race….” Jackson’s message to Congress concerning the removal of Native Americans from east of the Appalachian Mountains, December 7, 1835
13. Who is the ‘civilized community’ according to Jackson? Why did Jackson feel that relocating the Native Americans was the best policy? Are his actions about foreign or domestic policy?
Part II: 
Complete a graphic organizer using evidence from at least four documents, other relevant facts, examples, and details, including additional outside information determining at least three positive effects of Jackson’s presidency and three negative effects of Jackson’s presidency.
Part III: 

According to your point of view and the documents supporting in your argument, discuss the following question in a five-paragraph essay:

Was Andrew Jackson a “hero of the common man” or was he no better than King George III?
a. Write a thesis statement that answers the essay prompt. Then, list the main points and document references you’ll be using.  Keep in mind that some of your historical evidence and elaboration will come from previous knowledge.
b. Write a rough draft including the following:

a. Introduction- thesis statement


b. Skip lines. (for corrections)


c. Indent for each of FOUR paragraphs and end with a transition sentence.


d. Write in third person narrative.


e. Use correct spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.
c. Re-write your essay and send before midnight by the date indicated in your class Calendar page and at mrsruthie.net site.

In developing your answer to Part 3, be sure to keep this general definition in mind:  Discuss means “to make observations about something using facts, reasoning, and argument; to present in some detail.”

