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	Ideas & Content
	The writing conveys ideas in a controlled and interesting manner.

Clear, relevant details,

Examples develop

and enrich the central

focus. All pieces of evidence (details, facts, data, examples or quotations) that support the argument are present. Primary and secondary

ideas are developed in

proportion to their

significance.
	The writing presents

important information about a specific topic by providing facts or explaining ideas or defining terms.

. Most pieces of evidence (details, facts, data, examples or quotations) that support the argument are present.
Primary and secondary

ideas are developed in

proportion to their

significance.
	The writing presents

information about a

specific topic by providing facts, explaining ideas or terms. Pieces of evidence (details, facts, data, examples or quotations) to support the argument are present but are ambiguous.
An attempt is made to develop primary and secondary ideas.


	The writing presents information about a topic by

providing facts, explaining ideas or defining terms.

Specific requirements have been ignored or

misunderstood. Pieces of evidence to support the argument are not identifiable or missing.
Primary and secondary ideas 


	Organization
	The writing is organized in a way that enhances

meaning or helps to

develop the thesis.

Each developmental

paragraph addresses a

specific aspect of the topic. The sequence is effective. Transitions work well.
	The writing is clearly

organized in a way that

enhances meaning or helps to develop the thesis. Each developmental

paragraph addresses a

specific aspect of the topic. Transitions work well.
	The writing is fairly

organized. Each developmental

paragraph attempts to address a specific aspect of the thesis.

Transitions are limited.


	The writing needs more structure.

Developmental paragraphs are limited in focus and may be confusing.

Transitions need

improvement.



	Supporting evidence
	Offers accurate, comprehensive and complete analysis of the information and issues. Provides a variety of facts to explore major and minor issues. Extensively uses previous historical knowledge to provide an in-depth understanding of the problem and to relate it to past and future situations.
	Concise, accurate analysis of the documents. Facts provided relate the major and minor issues involved. Recalls previous general historical knowledge to examine historical issues.


	Relates only major facts to the basic issues with a fair degree of accuracy. Analyzes information to explain at least one issue with essential support. Uses general ideas from previous historical knowledge with a fair degree of accuracy.
	Provides only basic facts with only some degree of accuracy. Refers to information to explain at least one issue or concept in general terms. Limited use of previous historical knowledge with only limited accuracy. Major reliance on the information provided from text.

	Introduction &

Conclusion


	Introduction is powerful and insightful and presents the thesis in a compelling way.

Appropriately introduces topic and position. The conclusion is graceful and leads to a powerful

abstraction (insight).


	Introduction is interesting, meaningful and presents the thesis/main purpose

clearly. Appropriately introduces topic and position. The conclusion brings the essay to a close, but does so less powerfully or memorably.
	Introduction is adequate and presents thesis in a general way.

Conclusion goes nowhere, simply repeats the

introduction.


	Introduction is empty of meaning.

Thesis may not be evident or clearly understood.

The conclusion is empty of meaning.
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Some useful resources:
http://www.incredibleart.org/links/constitution.html
http://www.consource.org/document/bill-of-rights/
http://www.nationaljournal.com/innovation-works/a-how-to-guide-to-blowing-up-the-constitution-20131031
http://alcalde.texasexes.org/2013/10/changing-the-world-one-constitution-at-a-time/
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/articlev.htm
http://www.theconstitutionproject.com/portfolio/one-man-changes-the-constitution/
