
APCGP/2018-19   Introduction Concepts
Study Guide/ Possible FRQ’s for the Introduction: The LEAST you need to know!

In addition to the outline and your reading guide, be sure to know all of the vocabulary for this unit, whether we “covered” it or not.  

Part 1: The Comparative Method 

· Explain the importance of studying comparative politics and how it differs from the study of International Relations
· Describe why institutions are important when studying comparative politics

· Identify the difference between a dependent and independent variable 

· Explain the difference between correlation and causation

Part 2: Sovereignty, Authority, and Power

· Define and explain the relationship between states, nations, regimes, governments, and countries 
· Define sovereignty and explain how it is related to the existence of the state

· Differentiate between the different types of regimes (authoritarian, democratic, theocratic, etc)
· Define political legitimacy and list three sources of political legitimacy

Part 3: Political Structures and Institutions

· Differentiate between levels of government (supranational/unitary/confederal/federal) and understand key differences

· Federal and unitary systems structure the relationship between national and subnational units. 

· Define a unitary system of government
· Define a federal system of government
· Describe one advantage of a federal system and one advantage of a unitary system
· Distinguish between decentralization in federal governments and unitary governments

· Discuss two reasons why leaders of unitary systems might choose to decentralize power
· Describe one method used by leaders of unitary systems to decentralize power
· Describe how a decentralized unitary system differs from a federal system
· Identify key institutions commonly found in governments and their roles
· Distinguish between the roles of head of state and head of government

· Distinguish between parliamentary and presidential forms of democracy

· Compare and contrast the two types of executive systems
· Consider some characteristics that distinguish one from the other and what are some similarities? 

· What institutions help them carry out their policies?

· Define bureaucracy and explain the differences between bureaucracy in authoritarian and democratic regimes

· Explain the major differences between First-Past-the Post (Plurality) and Proportional Representation electoral systems

· Explain the relationship of electoral systems and party systems

· Identify and explain the type of electoral system that tends to create a multiparty system
· Identify and explain the type of electoral system that tends to create a two-party system
· Describe one reason that a one-party system might emerge
· Explain one advantage each of multiparty, two-party, and one-party systems in a multiethnic society
· Differentiate between referendum/plebiscite/initiative

· Define linkage institution and identify 3 examples

· Distinguish between political parties and interest groups
· Distinguish between pluralist interest groups and corporatist interest groups
Part 4:  Citizens, Society & the State

· Define social cleavages and describe the major bases for cleavages within a state
· Differentiate between cross-cutting and coinciding cleavages

· Define political efficacy, political socialization and social capital and explain how they influence the political culture
· Describe how transparency effects the political culture of a state

· Identify main beliefs of each major political ideology

· Describe types of political participation in both democratic and authoritarian regimes and explain how they differ
· Define civil society and give a local, national and global example of a civil society organization

· Explain the role of media in the relationship of the citizens and the state and identify levels of press freedom in AP6 countries
Part 5: Political and Economic Change

· Distinguish between types of political change and identify advocates of each type

· Identify 3 trends of development

· Explain theories of economic development, including Modernization (Westernization Model) Theory and Dependency Theory

· Describe one defining characteristic of a command economy and describe one defining characteristic of a market economy and contrast these two characteristics
· Define political liberalization and economic liberalization

· Define democratization and distinguish between an illiberal (procedural) democracy and a liberal (substantive)
· Describe one similarity and one difference between illiberal democracy and liberal democracy 

· Identify an institution that would need to be changed to make an illiberal democracy more liberal

· Describe a change to the institution you identified above that would facilitate a shift from illiberal to liberal democracy

· Explain why the change you described above would lead to a more liberal democracy

· Define fragmentation and identify factors contributing to it

· Define globalization and identify factors contributing to it

Part 6: Public Policy

· Define public policy

· Define civil liberties and explain the Freedom House rating

· Explain the major components included in the Human Development Index
· Explain the difference between GDP/GNP/PPP

· Explain what the Gini coefficient measures

