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Arctic/Subarctic Peoples

 Inuit living in the arctic region 
are descendants of a prehistoric 
hunting society that spread across 
Canada from Alaska and centered 
on capturing massive bowhead 
whales. 

 This culture, or Thule, adapted to 
the harsh conditions of the arctic 
where whales, seals, fish and 
caribou were abundant, and large 
forests covered the coastal areas. 



Northwest
• This Coast area extended along 

the Pacific coast from South 
Alaska to Northern California.

• The thickly wooded area had 
long supported a large Native 
American population.

• Food sources were salmon, sea 
mammals (seals and sea lions) 
and land mammals (deer, elk, 
and bears) as well as berries and 
other wild fruit. 

• They used wood to build their 
houses and had cedar-planked 
canoes and carved dugouts. 



• These Indians were nomads 

and lived in a desert-like 

environment. They were 

constantly moving in order to 

find food.

• Their homes were temporary 

structures. Willow branches 

were leaned together with 

bundles of twigs, branches, 

and reeds to cover them. 

Great Basin



Three groups dominate 

the oldest period of 

North American 

prehistory: 

The Hohokam 

The Anasazi 

The Mound Builders 

*the Adena

*the Hopewell

*the Mississippians

Four Corners



Mogollon Culture: Who were they?

Farmers who lived in rocky cliffs or villages on high

plateaus where their crops could be observed.  

They added products of their hunting and fruit

gathering to their crops.   

Their culture show some similarities with cultures

known as Honokam and Anasazi who lived in the

same area almost during the same period.



 Possibly originally from Mexico, 

they built dense sets of adobe houses.

 They are distinguished by the shape 

of the public buildings of the largest 

sites.     

 The evidence of ball games and the 

platforms they constructed are proof of 

their unique beliefs and communal 

hohokam rituals.



The Hohokam were expert  

farmers of the desert.   

They developed a system 

of irrigation canals with simple 

tools, that stretched between the 

Gila and Salt rivers, supplying 

water to their many crops in the 

arid desert.



Casa Grande is an example of architecture of the largest 

Hohokam community in the midst of the Gila River Valley.



The most abundant remains 

of the ancient hohokam are 

fragments of cream or 

brown ceramic, with red 

paint designs, carved 

stones and snail and shells 

worked with acid.



 They lived in the region called 

"Four Corners", by the confluence of 

four States: Arizona, Utah, Colorado 

and New Mexico.   

Anasazi means “ancient” in Navajo.     

They constructed buildings without 

support of up to five stories high, 

containing kivas or ceremonial or 

burial chambers inside.

One of the structures in the 

archaeological site called Pueblo 

Bonito, in the National Park of the 

Chacos in New Mexico, contains 800 

rooms. 



Pueblo Bonito in Nuevo México



Ruins of Pueblo Bonito in Nuevo México



Kivas (underground burial chambers) in Pueblo Bonito, Nuevo México.



The buildings and artifacts 

found are evidence of an 

advanced civilization that 

for unknown reasons 

disappeared.

They also built on the 

canyon walls of the 

plateaus, as in Mesa 

Verde in Colorado.



The anasazi built over 600 homes in the canyon walls of Mesa 

Verde National Park in Colorado. Although small, thousands of 

people lived  in the housing complex.





A Pueblo Indian dwelling in Mesa Verde.



Reconstruction of a dwelling in Mesa Verde.



Rains ceased, and with them the 

crops that fed them, forcing its 

people to abandon the complex. 

The Anasazi abandoned the 

Chaco Canyon because it did not 

serve them to survive.



 They lived between Pennsylvania and the Mississippi valley 

between 1000 B.C. and 600 A.D. They are known as 

woodland tribes.  

 They built mounds of stone similar to the Mayan and Aztec 

pyramids with burial chambers and religious temples.  

 The mounds were built on burial sites and contained many 

artifacts of the indigenous culture.  

 There were three main groups: 

the Adena, 

the Hopewell 

the Mississippians



The Adena

 They were hunters and gatherers of 

the region of Ohio and lived between 

1000 B.C. and 800 A.D.   

 The population was very tall. There 

are fossils of women and men 

measuring nearly seven feet. 

 Mounds were built of mud, without 

using tools and some measuring 20 to 

300 feet in diameter.    

 They lived in smaller societies and 

built large circular houses.

Ocmulgee  Mound 

Adena



The mounds were monuments that claimed authority over the environment. 

The most famous is the Mound of the Great Serpent that coils and twists 

along 400 meters at the top of a slope in Ohio.





The Hopewell

 They lived between 200 BC and 500 AD in the 

territory of Ohio and Middle Illinois.    

 They built conical mounds of earth with walls 

made of mud near rivers. Some came to 65 feet   

in height.   

 The mounds had pyramidal form and animals   

like snakes, eagles, foxes, bears, moose and    

bison could be identified on their mounds.

Eagle 

Mound in 

Georgia.

Mounds  in Chillicothe, Ohio



Sculpted mica hand , by the 
Hopewell Culture.

They were craftsmen who worked stone, mica, silver, snails, 

pearls, shark teeth and other materials, which they turned into 

clothes, necklaces and ceremonial ornaments that were sold to 

other towns by an extensive road system that they built to link all 

settlements.   

Many decorative pieces and clothing were found 

in the mounds, which express a high religious sense.



The Mississippians

Their culture lasted until 1300 A.d.

Its territory stretched from the 

Mississippi River Valley to Alabama, 

Georgia and the Florida peninsula.  

They built the tallest structure in 

North America, the Monk's Mound 

in Cahokia, Illinois.

You tube:  Pyramids on the Mississippi River (Cahokia state park)



Monk's Mound 

in Cahokia, Illinois



They built large circles of 

Cedar poles to make 

astronomical observations.  

They were very skilled bow 

and arrow hunters.  

The Falcon and the Jaguar

were common symbols 

in their art, and are 

related to some 

cultural groups 

of Mexico, which they 

probably copied.



The civilizations of the Hohokam, the 

Anasazi and the Mounds Builders gradually 

disappeared. Other cultures appeared in 

their place that developed lifestyles adapted 

to their environment.

At the arrival of the first Europeans, 

North America was home to 

hundreds of different tribal societies.



Navajo and 

Apache

• Both tribes came from the Far North 

to settle the Plains and Southwest 

around A.D. 850.

The Navajo share the Athabasca

language with the Apache. 

• The Apache lived near Pueblo 

tribes, which they raided for food, 

and livestock. They dressed in animal 

skins, used dogs as pack animals, and 

pitched tent like dwellings made of 

brush or hide, called wikiups. 

• The Navajo copied growing practices 

from the Anasazi and raised sheep 

while some kept the nomadic lifestyle 

of their ancestors and the Apache and 

pursued the buffalo and other 

animals.





The Great 

Plains Indians
• Four important tribes in this 

culture include the Dakota, 

Cheyenne, Sioux, and 

Comanche.

• They are characterized by the 

importance of the buffalo, their 

religious ceremonies, and the use 

of the tepee. 

• The buffalo was the most 

important natural resource of the 

Plains Indians which provided 

them with all of their basic needs: 

food, clothing, and shelter.



• The horse, first introduced by 

the Spanish of the Southwest, 

appeared in the Plains about the 

beginning of the 18th century 

and revolutionized the life of 

the Plains Indians. 

• Many Native Americans left 

their villages and joined the 

nomads. Mounted and armed 

with bow and arrow, they 

ranged the grasslands hunting 

buffalo.



Eastern Woodlands

Their food, shelter, clothing, weapons, and tools came from the forests 
around them. They lived in villages near a lake or stream. The 
Woodland Indians lived in wigwams and longhouses. The Iroquois, 
Cherokee, and Mound Builders were important Woodland tribes.



Leaders of each Iroquois Nation also came together to discuss 

matters that were important to all of them, such as peace, trade, or 

war.

These council leaders (always men, but chosen by the 

women) were called sachems. The Iroquois had a total of 50 

sachems. All sachems had to agree on a solution before any 

decision was made.

The Iroquois Indians were 
actually a "nation" of Indians 
made up of 5 tribes. These tribes 
were the Iroquois,  Senecas, 
Onondagas, Oneidas, and 
Mohawks. These tribes were 
hostile, or war-like, to each 
other until they joined together 
to become the "League of the 
Five Nations". 



Map of the League of the Five Nations




