Debate on the Second Amendment
of the Constitution of the United States of America
The Right to Bear Arms in these United States of America
Most esteemed delegates from APUSH 2015
We have thus been called forth today in a joint Congressional committee due to an acumulation of gun violence that forces us, the Legislative branch of the United States government, to reconsider our approach to our Constitutional Second Ammendment in the 21st Century. 

These past fourteen years has seen four notable school shootings from elementary school level up until collegiate academics. The 1999 Columbine High School shooting left a total of 15 dead (including the shooters) and 21 injured. The year 2005 brought with it the Red Lake High School shooting in Red Lake, Minnesota. This particular event culminated with 10 dead (including the shooter) and five people injured. Virginia Technical University played the stage for the 2007 massacre, which showed 33 dead including the perpetrator, along with 17 people injured directly by gunfire. Finally, the lives of 28 people were lost in Sandy Hook Elementary School during the last month of 2012. The people dead included 20 children, six teachers, the shooter himself, and the shooter’s mother. Two people were also injured in this particular shooting. Besides these various school shootings, its also important to take the Aurora, Colorado movie thearter rampage into consideration. This particular shooting left twelve dead and almost sixty other people injured. These actions commited by James Eagan Holmes are of key importance due to the large amount of governement grade tactical gear that he possesed and used in his attack. This makes us question not only the sale of firearms, but tactical gear that has proven to be quite risky in the wrong hands.    
These heinous massacres are a dark side to our Second Ammendment. Thanks to the analyzed profiles of the shooters, we have extrapolated various common denominators: people who experienced bullying, violent upbringings, psychopathy, sociopathy, depression, and many other social factors that are seen as conflictive or violent without having to be explicitly physical. However negative and problematic these shootings prove to be, our daily struggle against gun violence proves incredibly numerous as statistics gathered from our Bureau of Justice Statistics clearly show. According to this Bureau, just under 8,000 reported homicides involved the use of a gun in 2008. During this year, the age of the victim in 79% of homicides that involved a gun was 17 years old. 
The Bureau also published statistics regarding background checks in legal gun purchases since the Brady Act was enacted in 1993. These statistics showed that since the inception of the Brady Act, over 118 million applications for firearm transfers or permits were subject to background checks. About 2.1 million applications, or 1.8%, were denied. In 2010, 1.5% of the 10.4 million applications for firearm transfers or permits were denied by the FBI (approximately 73,000) or by state and local agencies (approximately 80,000). Among the 21 state agencies that reported reasons for denial, a felony conviction or indictment was the most common reason to deny an application in 2010 (31%). A state law prohibition (16%) was the second most common reason (excluding other prohibitions). These statistics contemplate legal gun buyers and users, however these do not consider those who would steal guns from others or purchase them in illegal market. Therefore, a serious question must be contemplated: In which direction should gun regulation laws be run?
There are those that say that gun control is infringing on the Second Amendment, and that guns are part of United States culture. These do not want more regulation laws, such as Governor Rick Perry of Texas, which stated in January 2013 that guns require a finger to pull the trigger
. The argument here is that the focus should be on the person and that guns should be left alone. A reasonable merit in this argument is that there should be paid a special attention to gun owners. School and university shootings feature perpetrators with severe mental conditions, and therefore we as representatives of the people of the United States must respond accordingly. How much of gun violence is caused by other psychological factors? In what way are other factors involved in gun violence? 

In order to answer questions like these, we must look to the guns themselves but also the factors that cause such violence in our country. We in this Joint Congressional Committee must attempt to look at all the factors that lead to gun violence and respond accordingly within our Constitutional parameters.

Key items to consider:

· Brady Act

· Second Ammendment

· Public health

· Ethical gun behavior

· Reactive laws vs. Proactive laws

· Motives for Gun violence 
*Clarification note:  This committee is a joint congresional committee that will evaluate the issues that are in and within the boundaries of gun control in the states that are present. Delegates are exhorted to look for information from their own state while taking into consideration their state laws and the Constitution of the United States of America. The point is to gather ideas and contingency plans that allow us to act swiftly and effectively in order to improve and regain control of the gun industry. These plans would later on be proccessed as a nation-wide solution for the problem at hand.. Happy reasearch and godspeed! 






