The Making of the Modern British state

Study Questions

1. Explain when the term parliament was first used, under what circumstances and to what extent.

2. What was the last successful political coup d’état or revolution in British history? What were the immediate implications for the government? What long standing conflict did it resolve? 

3. Compare and contrast the political significance of religious identification in France, Italy, Northern Ireland and Britain.

4. What factors point to Great Britain still being considered a world power? What factors hinder Great Britain from being a world power and/or contributed to its decline? Use specific examples from your text in your answer.
5. During the reign of Queen Victoria Britain ruled as a hegemonic power. Explain what this implies.

6. What was the first critical juncture in the process of democratization the Britain resolved? Why was its end result an example of British gradualism?

7. Explain collectivist consensus and the welfare state, what the British citizens came to expect of it and how it affected the role of government in the mid 1070’s.

8. What was the winter of discontent and how did Margaret Thatcher’s authoritarian populism policies turn the economy around?

9. How did Thatcherism transform British political life? What does the term stand for? What was her downfall?
10. What were the changes in British politics promised by the New Labor’s Third Way?
11. What two critical junctures affected negatively the New Labor Party? 
12. What is a hung parliament and how was it resolved in the May 2010 election?

13. What were the negative implications for the United Kingdom to the special relationship with the U.S. after September 11, 2001?

14. What was Tony Blair’s final downfall? What was Gordon Brown’s toughest challenge as prime minister?

15. What was the Big Society? Name four initiatives that citizens should have according to this framework of government.
16. The process of decolonization ended Britain’s position as a dominant player in world politics. List the loss of the colonies from 1919 to 1997.
17. What were the three historical firsts that made the British Empire a dominant figure in world politics? What is the Westminster Model?
