AP Comparative Governments and Politics

Summer Reading Essay Rubric

Is (the 21st century leader) following the pre 21st century readings of Machavelli /Szu or have he/she evolved to the position of reflecting Zakaria / Friedman perspective on the world?
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	Introduction
	Present and well defined, sophisticated. Addresses the question fully and takes a position with a strong thesis. Provides organizational categories according to task.
	Present and defined. Addresses the question and takes a position with a convincing thesis. Provides organizational categories
	Position present in thesis, but not well defined. Provides some organizational categories
	Position present in thesis, but flawed and incomplete. Provides some organizational categories
	Poor thesis, does not address the task or cannot be defined.

May provide some organizational categories
	Not present or poorly written.

No organizational categories

	Addressing Task
	Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by 
accurately analyzing and interpreting the lessons from the books. Uses information from the books in the body of the essay, but does not copy document 
	Addresses all aspects of the task by accurately analyzing and interpreting most of the lessons from the books
	Addresses most aspects of the task or addresses all aspects in a limited way; uses some of the lessons from the books 
	Attempts to address some aspects of the task, making limited use of the lessons from the books
	Shows limited understanding of the task with vague, unclear references to the lessons from the books 
	Fails to address the question 

	Outside information
	Incorporates excellent relevant outside information 
	Incorporates some relevant outside information 
	Incorporates limited or no relevant outside information 
	Incorporates no relevant outside information 
	Presents no relevant outside information 
	

	Supporting facts
	Richly supports essay with relevant facts, examples, and details 
	Includes relevant facts, examples, and details, but discussion may be more descriptive than analytical 
	Uses some facts, examples, and details, but discussion is more descriptive than analytical 
	Presents few facts, examples, and details; simply restates contents of the documents 
	Attempts to complete the task, but essay demonstrates a major weakness in organization 
	Is illegible 

	Essay Organization
	Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization 
	Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization 
	Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization 
	Is a poorly organized essay, lacking focus 
	Uses little or no accurate or relevant facts, details, or examples 
	

	Conclusion
	Includes a strong conclusion that supports the original thesis and affirms original position
	Includes a good conclusion supporting the thesis.
	Restates the thesis in the introduction and concludes with a simple restatement of the theme.
	Included but is very vague and non-responsive of thesis.
	Too vague or missing conclusion
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