CIVILIZATIONS OF THE AMERICAS

First Essay Guide
HOW ADVANCED WERE THE MAYAN, AZTEC, AND INCAN CIVILIZATIONS? WHAT WERE THEIR MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS?

1. Introduction (THESIS):  Capture interest of the reader. The first paragraph should introduce the argument which may also include some historical context. First and foremost it needs a hook or a sentence or two used to real the reader in. After you create a hook (for your purpose) write a strong thesis.
A thesis is a position or proposition that a person offers to maintain by argument.  

Does your thesis answer or arguments the question?

· Must be wide enough to cover the whole research paper. 

· Must state some point of view that can be supported and defended by strong argument.
· Informs the reader about your argument and the way you are going to present it.
· In the body of the paper, argue your case. 

· You will need to give examples that support the thesis, and these examples may well include narrative.

· You should try to persuade the reader of the validity of your argument, so aim to write an analytical paper in which you discuss the thesis.

· The reader should be able to state your point of view clearly, and able to summarize the evidence of which you base that argument.

· Take a position!!!!! Say what you think and why…
2. Argument (BODY): This is the evidence to support your thesis. Do not pile up facts. This is where you explain your evidence to solidify your argument and also to state if you agree or disagree with the evidence.

· Discuss and evaluate the achievements of the people of Ancient American civilizations.

· Did you use at least 4 documents in your response?

· Is this a specific historical detail? 

· Did you include additional information from your knowledge of world history and other sources?

3. Conclusion: Summarize the debate in a short paragraph . Save a point of interest to end on, a comment on the significance of the subject, what is original about your argument, etc. The conclusion should reinforce, in the reader's mind, the persuasiveness of your whole argument. Two things never to include here are the words "In conclusion" and a happy ending sentence like "and that is why America is what it is today! "They are not needed and only show lack of experience in writing essays. 

4. Style: Write in clear, concise English. Use the least number of words possible to make your point. Write your history paper in third person, the past tense and short sentences.

5. Paragraphs: Each paragraph should start with one major point that was discussed in your thesis, which advances your argument and end with a transition to the next paragraph.
6. Quotations: Keep all quotes short: The reader is looking for what YOU have to say, not someone else’s ideas.
