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	Scoring Components
	Page(s)

	SC1
The course provides instruction on an introduction to Comparative Politics.
	1

	SC2
The course provides instruction in Sovereignty, Authority, and Power.
	2

	SC3
The course provides instruction in State and Nation.
	2

	SC4
The course provides instruction in Citizens and Society and the State.
	2

	SC5
The course provides instruction in Political Institutions.
	2

	SC6
The course provides instruction in Political and Economic Change.
	2

	SC7
The course provides instruction in Public Policy.
	2

	SC8
The course uses concrete examples from China, Great Britain,
Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, and Russia including contemporary
political changes, to illustrate the six major content areas of the course.
	2, 3, 4

	SC9
The course teaches students to compare and contrast political institutions and processes across countries to derive generalizations.
	1

	SC10
The course introduces students to the interpretation and analysis of data relevant to comparative government and politics.

	2

	SC11
The course requires students to write analytical and interpretive  

               essays.
	4

	SC12 The course includes supplemental readings that contain contemporary news analyses, thereby strengthening the students’ understanding of the curriculum.
	1, 4


Overview
The AP Comparative Government and Politics course focuses on government and politics in other countries and provides a theoretical framework to compare political systems around the world. Comparative government and politics is a critical field of study in a globalized world. Events of the twenty-first century have created a need to understand the ideologies and systems that govern countries around the globe that   directly impact our lives, to be able to face the challenge of interpreting the international community we belong to. Students will be able to grasp something of  the political complexities of our global environment, and gain some understanding of both commonalities and differences among modern  political systems.  In today’s world, we cannot afford not to know   and understand.
Textbooks
· Mark Kesselman, et al. Introduction to Comparative Politics, 4th ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2013. [SC1]
This text takes a country studies approach and provides a comprehensive study of the political systems of the six main countries studied in the course, as well as several others.

· Ethel Wood, AP Comparative Government and Politics: An essential Coursebook 6th Edition  NY WoodYard Publications, 2013
Other Textbooks
· Patrick O’Neil. Essentials of Comparative Politics. New York: W.W. Norton, 
2004.
This text takes a theoretical approach, and is used at the beginning of the course and at the beginning of each unit.
· Christian Soe, ed. Annual Editions: Comparative Politics, 04–05,  06-07, 08-09 ed. McGraw-Hill Dushkin.
These readers provide recent articles from  magazines and  newspapers about both theory and specific countries.
· Current articles are used throughout the course, most frequently from
The Economist, Foreign Affairs and the New York Times. [SC12]
This comparative government and politics design takes a country-by-country approach, but with a heavy emphasis on cross-country conceptual comparisons. 
The curriculum in the first three weeks focuses on concepts and theory, and the same theoretical framework is used to analyze each of the six countries. [ SC1 ]
As the course progresses, students are required to constantly think  back
to countries studied previously, so that they come to understand each process, institution, and issue within the context of each country’s political system, as well as comparatively in terms of other countries’ political systems. [SC9]
First Period: (9 weeks - August 10 - October 4): 
Unit I: Introduction: Conceptual Introduction to Comparative Government and   Politics
· Sovereignty, Authority, and Power [SC2]
· Political and Economic Change [SC6]
· Citizens, Society, and the State [SC4]
· Political Institutions [ SC5]
· Public Policy [SC7]
· Nations, States, and Nation-States [SC3
The Comparative Method; Sources and Analysis of Data
Readings:
· Kesselman, Chapter 1, “Introducing Comparative Politics”
· O’Neill, Chapter 10, “Globalization”
· Soe: Readings from Unit 5: Comparative Politics: Some Trends, Issues, and Prospects
· “The Global State of  Democracy, ” Larry Diamond
· “Cultural Explanations: The Man in the Baghdad Café ”
· “Jihad vs. McWorld,” Benjamin Barber
· “Women in National Parliaments,” Inter-Parliamentary Union
· CIA World Facebook (www.cia.gov/library/publications/                                                                                 the-world- face- book/index.html). Look at the maps and data for                                                                         each of our countries. Data activities (maps, graphs, and charts) will occur                                                                              throughout the semester and be included on tests and quizzes. [SC10]

In weeks 4-18 we will cover the political institutions and frameworks for each of the following: China, Great Britian, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, and Russia [SC8]
Second Period (8 weeks - October 10- December 16)

Unit II: Advanced Democracies: 
Britain, Germany and the EuropeanUnion
Reading: O’Neil, Chapter 7, “Advanced Democracies”
Government and Politics in Britain and Germany [SC8]
Readings:
· Kesselman: Chapter 2, “Britain” Chapter 4 “Germany”
· Soe: From Unit 1: “Pluralist Democracies: Country Studies”
· “      A Constitutional Revolution in Britain,”  Donley Studlar
The European Union
Readings:
· AP Comparative Government and Politics: A Study Guide, 2nd edition, by Ethel Wood, pp. 69–74.
· Soe: From Unit 3, Part A: “The European Union”
· “When East Meets West,” Robert Cotrell
· Updated reading from The Economist and the
New York Times regarding the EU Constitution
Third Period (8 weeks - January 9 – March 6)

Unit III: “Communist and Post-Communist Countries”
Reading:  O’Neil, Chapter 8, “Communism and Post-Communism”
Government and Politics in Russia [SC8]
Readings:
· Kesselman: Chapter 8, “Russia”
· Soe: From Unit 3, Section D: “Democracy in Russia”
· “Ten Myths About Russia: Understanding and Dealing with Russia’s Complexity and Ambiguity, ” David Foglesong and Gordon M. Hahn
Government and Politics in China [SC8]
Readings:
· Kesselman: Chapter 13: “China”
· Soe: Unit 4, Section D: “China”
· “China: the Quiet Revolution,” Doug Guthrie
Fourth Period (9 weeks - March 7 – May 15)

Unit IV: Developing and Less-Developed Countries
Reading: O’Neil, Chapter 9, “Less Developed and Newly Industrializing Countries”
Government and Politics in Mexico [SC8]
Readings:
· Kesselman: Chapter 10
· Soe: “Mexico at an Impasse,” M. Dela Baer
Government and Politics in Nigeria [SC8]
Readings:
· Kesselman: Chapter 11
· Current articles on Nigerian issues
Government and Politics in Iran [SC8]
Readings:
· Kesselman: Chapter 12
· Current articles on conservative shifts within the Iranian government
· Nuclear issues
Teaching Strategies
The most commonly used strategy is lecture/discussion, with ample opportunity for the latter. Because students generally don’t have as much knowledge about comparative politics as they do about politics in the United States,  several short research projects will be assigned throughout the semester to encourage student participation. In the two days that follow the due date of projects, students will discuss the issues that they researched, and classes will be more interactive as a result. Students will also debate on current issues and articles on the countries being studied.
Student Evaluation
1) Free-response essays [SC11] and multiple choice tests………….……………60%
2) Short projects and research papers assigned,  written classwork and
assignments: questions assigned on readings [SC8] ........................ 30%
3)    Class participation and daily work …………………………………………….10%
Resources
· The New York Times
· The Economist
· Foreign Affairs
· Question Hour: Taped sessions of the British House of Commons, as aired on CSPAN.
· Ethel Wood. AP Comparative Government and Politics. 2nd ed. Reading,  Pa.:Woodyard Publications, 2005. [SC12]
Free Response Essays and Tests
Exams will each entail multiple choice questions and interpretive and analytical essays testing on conceptual definitions, theories, and country-specific content. Students will be required to demonstrate specific knowledge about each of the countries covered, demonstrating the ability to apply the concepts and theories to new cases and countries.
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