Jumpstart Assignment Summer
AP US History 2015 -16
Welcome to AP US History!

In order for you to prepare for the AP US History course, a summer assignment is useful and necessary.  This course requires a great deal of reading, writing and analysis of subject matter as you prepare for the College Board National Exam next May, 2016. 

Considering the amount of material that must be covered, we will begin our study in the years before the American Revolution, assuming the student’s knowledge of the Exploratory and early Colonial eras. Therefore, it is imperative for you to have read and outlined the first two chapters (Chapters 1-2) in your text by the start of class in August. 

The outline will be graded for completion; must be done in traditional format, handwritten or printed as a word document, with use of headings and subheadings within each chapter. It is an outline not a summary; it must be concise and to the point.
Instructions:
1. Read Chapter 1 and 2 (pgs.1-56) from your textbook: The Unfinished Nation, a Concise History of the United States, by Alan Brinkley.

2. While you read prepare the outline on the topics discussed in the chapter. Make sure it contains all important data from the period covered. Do not summarize.
3. Study the PowerPoint presentations under APUSH 2015-16 at www.mrsruthie.net and add any new information to your chapter outline on the topic. 
4. Read the book: A Voyage Long and Strange by Tony Horwitz. You can buy it at Amazon.com or any other internet bookshop. Take notes and be ready to discuss the content comparing and contrasting it to the material in the first two chapters of your textbook.
Outlines will be collected on the last period of APUSH the first full week of class and will be your first graded assignment. You will be tested on this material (Chapters 1-4) at the end of the second  full week of school. A comprehension test on Horwitz will follow soon after.
Have a wonderful summer vacation!

Enjoy your reading!

