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COMPARING NIGERIA TO OTHER COUNTRIES
I. Read the following paragraphs and answer the questions in loose-leaf paper:

The Structure of the Nigerian Government

The Federal Republic of Nigeria is governed in accordance with the provisions of a Constitution. The most recent came into being in May, 1999, when the then out-going military Head of State, [image: image1.png]


General Abdulsalami Abubakar, promulgated a Decree recognizing the new body of laws as the country's supreme document. The new Constitution is based essentially on the report of a Committee which had collated the views expressed by Nigerians on the 1995 Draft Constitution, although that report was amended by the military government's Provisional Ruling Council. Nevertheless, the 1999 Constitution is, in many respects, also similar to the 1979 Constitution.

Significantly, the Constitution affirms that Nigeria is one indivisible and indissoluble sovereign state, whose constituent units are bound together by a Federal arrangement. It provides for a presidential system of government in which there is an Executive, a Legislature and a Judiciary, with each acting as a check and balance on the powers of the other two arms. The Constitution further provides for the operation of three tiers of government, at the Federal, State and Local levels. These provisions are binding on all authorities and persons throughout the Federation.

1. What are the similarities between the Structure of The Nigerian Government and the United States structure? What are two differences?
2. What are the similarities, if any, between the Structure of The Nigerian Government and the structure of the German Government? 
The Federal Legislature
The highest law-making body of the Federation is the National Assembly. The Assembly is made up of an upper House known as the Senate and a lower house known as the House of Representatives.

The Senate, is headed by a Senate President, who is supported by a Deputy Senate President. It consists of three members from each State of the Federation and one member from the Federal Capital Territory. Thus, the Senate has a total of 109 members. The House of Representatives is presided over by the Speaker of the House supported by a Deputy Speaker

The National Assembly has responsibility for making laws for the good governance of the Federation. Each of the Houses of the Assembly is made up of several specialized Committees whose work focus on aspects of national life. All members of the Assembly, in accordance with the Constitution, are required to sit for a minimum of 181 days in a year.

The Power of the National Assembly to make laws is exercised through bills passed by both the Senate and the House of Representatives, and assent by the President. A bill may originate from either house of the Assembly but cannot become law until it has been passed by both Houses and assent to by the President.

When a bill from the Assembly is presented to the President for his assent, the Constitution stipulates that the President shall, within 30 days thereafter, signify that his assents or withholds assent. And if the President withholds his assent and the bill is again passed by two-thirds majority in each House, such a bill becomes law, requiring no further presidential assent.

3. Name at least three similarities and three differences between the Nigerian legislature and the British legislature.

4. What is the difference between the president’s role in passing a bill into law in Nigeria and in the United States?
The Judiciary
While the Legislature is responsible for making laws and the Executive is charged with the implementation of such law, the Judiciary is responsible for the interpretation of the law in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. In line with the doctrine of separation of powers, which is a cardinal feature of a democratic system, the Nigerian Constitution guarantees the independence of the Judiciary.

The Constitution provides for Federal and State Courts, as well as Election Tribunals. At the apex of the Judiciary is the Supreme Court. 

In addition to the Courts and Tribunals established by the Constitution, there are other court and tribunals created by Federal or State laws. These include: Magistrate Courts, Area Courts, Sharia Courts and Customary Courts.

The Chief Justice of Nigeria, the President of the Court of Appeal, the Chief Judge of the Federal High Court and the Chief Judge of the High Court of the Federal Territory, Abuja are all appointed by the President on the advice of the National Judicial Council subject to the consent of the Senate.
The Federal High Court has exclusive original jurisdiction in respect of matters involving the revenue of the Federal Government and or its agencies, taxation of companies, admiralty, customs, companies affairs, banking regulation, intellectual property, citizenship and immigration, bankruptcy and insolvency, aviation, drug and poisons, weights and measures, mines and minerals, including oil and gas and any action involving the Federal Government or any of its agencies. The Court also has criminal jurisdiction in respect of treason, treasonable felony and allied offenses and also in respect of criminal causes and matters in which it has civil jurisdiction.
5. Which of the different courts and tribunals of Nigeria are similar to the ones in India but different to the ones in the United States? Why are there differences?
II. Prepare a table comparing Nigeria to one of the countries previously studied and to another African country other than South Africa using at least ten important criteria.

Links you may use for your table:
http://www.aneki.com/comparison.php?country_1=Nigeria&country_2=Afghanistan
http://www.nationmaster.com/country-info/compare/Ghana/Nigeria/Economy
http://apgovnigeria.weebly.com/compare-and-contrast.html
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2836.htm
