Classwork on Nigeria
April 9, 2015

Please work on the following questions to be handed in at the end of class. You may work in pairs.
1. Many refer to Nigeria as an “unfinished state.” What would it take for Nigeria to become a “finished state” or even a finished democracy?

2. India and Nigeria are both former British colonies, characterized by extreme divisions. Why was India relatively more successful in its process of democratization than Nigeria?
3. Many blame the importation of the Western model of a standing army for the involvement of the military in Nigerian politics. Can a state like Nigeria exist without a standing army? What are some alternatives to this model?

4. Search for another African country that was a British colony. In a table or in paragraphs compare and contrast the actual government of that country with the government established in Nigeria. Explain the possible reasons for the differences in political development.

