The Making of the Modern Indian State – Political Economy and Development
Questions Sections 1 and 2

1. How were the British East India Company and the British Crown able to take economic and political control of India after the Munghal Empire’s decline?
2. India is typically cited as a large, successful democracy. What historical factors have contributed to the country’s generally stable democracy? What current factors threaten the country’s democracy?
3. How did the twenty eight major states within India emerge during the Nehru era?

4. Explain the most important legacy of Indira Gandhi’s rule.

5. To what extent has federalism contributed to democracy in India and to what extent has it endangered democracy? On balance, has it contributed more to promoting democracy or endangering it?
6. What was the most important result of the green revolution agricultural strategy?
7. Explain state – led economic development; what was a positive effect and what were the problems associated with it.
8. What are the advantages and shortcomings of India’s economic liberalization? Which would you argue has been superior, the state – led economic development or the economic liberalization? Please cite specific evidence in your argument.
9. Why is the social welfare policy of India so limited? What has been a successful program within the policy?
10. Describe the four levels of class structure of India’s population.
