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	1. Glossary 

	
	2. Brahmin 

	The highest caste in the Hindu caste system of India. 


	3. caste system 

	India’s Hindu society is divided into castes. According to the Hindu religion, membership in a caste is determined at birth. Castes form a rough social and economic hierarchy. 


	4. dalits 

	The dalit movement is organized by untouchables or scheduled caste against caste discrimination and oppression. 


	5. economic liberalization 

	The removal of government control and regulation over private enterprise. 


	6. Emergency (1975–1977) 

	The period when Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi suspended many formal democratic rights and ruled in an authoritarian manner. 


	7. green revolution 

	A strategy for increasing agricultural ( especially food) production, involving improved seeds, irrigation, and abundant use of fertilizers. 


	8. Indian Administrative Service (IAS) 

	India’s civil service, a highly professional and talented group of administrators who run the Indian government on a day-to-day basis. 


	9. Lok Sabha 

	The lower house of parliament in India, where all major legislation must pass before becoming law. 


	10. Mandal Commission 

	A government-appointed commission headed by J. P. Mandal to consider seat reservations and quotas to redress caste discrimination. 


	11. Naxalite 

	The Naxalite movement emerged as a breakaway faction of the CPM in West Bengal in 1967. It is a radical, often violent, extra-parliamentary movement. 


	12. nonaligned bloc 

	Countries that refused to ally with either the United States or the USSR during the Cold War years. 


	13. other backward classes 

	The middle or intermediary castes in India that have been accorded reserved seats in public education and employment since the early 1990s. 


	14. panchayats 

	Elected bodies at the village, district, and state levels that have development and administrative responsibilities. 


	15. patronage system 

	A political system in which government officials appoint loyal followers to positions rather than choosing people based on their qualifications. 


	16. Rajya Sabha 

	India’s upper house of parliament; considerably less politically powerful than the Lok Sabha. 


	17. reservations 

	Jobs or admissions to colleges reserved by the government of India for specific underprivileged groups. 


	18. sati 

	Sati, or widow immolation, was outlawed by the British in the nineteenth century. Satis have occurred, although they are uncommon, in post-Independence India. 


	19. scheduled castes 

	The lowest caste in India; also known as the untouchables. 


	20. Sepoy Rebellion 

	An armed uprising by Indian soldiers against expansion of British colonialism in India in 1857. 


	21. Sikh 

	Sikhs, a religious minority, constitute less than 2% of the Indian population and 76% of the state of Punjab. Sikhism is a monotheistic religion that was founded in the fifteenth century. 


	22. state-led economic development 

	The process of promoting economic development using governmental machinery. 


	23. untouchables 

	The lowest caste in India’s caste system, whose members are among the poorest and most disadvantaged Indians. 


	24. zamindars 

	Landlords who served as tax collectors in India under the British colonial government. The zamindari system was abolished after independence. 
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