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FIRST PRESIDENT OF 

THE UNITED STATES 

1789-1797 

GEORGE WASHINGTON 

 
«I can only say that I have contributed towards the 

organization and administration of the Government 

the best exertions of which a very fallible judgment 

was capable»  September 17, 1796 

 



"Father of the Nation," Washington almost single-handedly 

created a new government, shaping its institutions, offices, and 

political practices.  
 

Washington struggled to prevent the emergence of political 

parties, viewing them as harmful to the public good, but during 

his first term, the division between Jefferson and Hamilton 

deepened, forming the outlines of the nation's first party system.  
 

He backed Hamilton on key issues, such as the funding of the 

national debt, the assumption of state debts, and the 

establishment of a national bank.  

 



The Proclamation of Neutrality 1793 
Washington insisted on his power to act independent of 

Congress in foreign conflicts, especially when war broke 

out between France and England in 1793 and he issued a 

Declaration of Neutrality on his own authority.  
 

Whiskey Rebellion Proclamation of 1794 
He also acted decisively in putting down a rebellion by 

farmers in western Pennsylvania who protested a federal 

whiskey tax to pay for the war debt. 

 



SECOND PRESIDENT OF 

THE UNITED STATES 

1797-1801 

JOHN ADAMS 



 
 

  

 Adams presidency was characterized by continuing crises in 

foreign policy, which affected affairs at home.  

 

 After de XYZ Affair and suspicious of the potential anarchy 

of the French Revolution, Adams opposed close ties with 

France, deteriorating relations to the brink of war. 

 

 Adams felt justified in signing the extremely controversial 

Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798, four laws drafted by 

Federalist lawmakers, largely aimed at immigrants who 

tended to become Republicans.  



 Republicans responded with the Kentucky and Virginia 

Resolutions, which challenged the legitimacy of federal 

authority over the states. 
 

 Farmers in Pennsylvania staged Fries's Rebellion in protest 

for the heavy taxation necessary for Adams's military buildup. 

 

 Adams faced disunity in his own party due to conflict with 

Hamilton over the undeclared naval war with France. This 

rivalry with Hamilton and the Federalist Party cost Adams the 

1800 election.  



Two Parties System of Government 

FEDERALISTS 
 

•Wealthy party 
 

•Loose interpretation of the 
Constitution 
 

•Supported strong leaders.  

(executive branch) 
 

•Washington, Adams, Jay and 
Hamilton 

•Loved British things 

 

DEMOCRACTIC REPUBLICANS 
 

•Farmers, small business owners 
 

•Strict interpretation of the 

Constitution 
 

•Supported a strong legislature  
 

•Jefferson, Madison 



 

THIRD PRESIDENT OF 

THE UNITED STATES 

1800-1808 
 

THOMAS JEFFERSON 

“ The government is best which governs 

the least, because its people discipline 

themselves” Thomas Jefferson 



Election of 1800  
 

 
 Democratic-Republican Party vs. Federalist Party 

Thomas Jefferson  vs. John Adams. 
 

 Jefferson defeated Adams but tied his running 
mate, Aaron Burr. 
 

 The House of Representatives voted 36 times and 
Jefferson prevailed. It led to the 12th Amendment. 



Federalists passed the Judiciary Act of 1801 right before Jefferson 
comes into office, increased the number of federal judges 
and appointed Federalist judges to control the courts.  
  

In Marbury v. Madison, Chief Justice John Marshall sides with 
James Madison, Jefferson’s Secretary of State. In his decision,                               
he established the principle of Judicial Review,                                      
the ability of the Supreme Court to declare a                                           
law unconstitutional. 
 

• The Constitution is the supreme law of the land 
• The judicial branch has to uphold the Constitution 

The Power Of The Supreme Court 



Jeffersonian Republicanism 

Jefferson’s theory of 
government: simple, limited 
government was best for 
the people. 

 

Jefferson decentralized the 
government, cut costs, 
reduce bureaucracy, and 
eliminate taxes. 

 Jefferson Memorial 



  He supported state’s rights and believed that 

 states could best protect individual freedoms. 
 

  Jefferson wanted to reduce the power and size         

      of the federal government. 
 

  He supported the philosophy of “laissez 

 faire”, which means that people should do as 

 they choose, especially in trade and commerce. 



Embargo Act, 1807  
 

 It prohibited trade between the United States and other 

European Nations.   
 

 The law prohibited the departure of ships from the 

American ports, limiting the voyages of exploration and 

weakening foreign trade.    
 

 It was promoted by Jefferson in an attempt to prevent 

American involvement in the Napoleonic wars.   
 

 The law was difficult to sustain, rejected by the 

population and abolished in 1809. 



Aaron Burr and 
Hamilton Duel 

Political reasons:  

 different political parties 

 

Personal reasons: 

 personal tension 
 between the two 

 

Burr charged with murder, but 
charges were dismissed. Ended 
Burr’s political career. 



 It opened up new 

lands and established 

precedence of 

westward expansion.  
 

 It outlawed slavery 

and the states could 

apply for statehood 

with a population of 

60,000. 

Northwest Ordinance of 1787  



The Louisiana Purchase 

 The Louisiana Territory west 
of the Mississippi, belonged to 
Spain. In 1802, Spain transfers 
the land to France. Jefferson 
feels threatened, and attempts 
to purchase the territory. 

 

 By 1803, French leader 
Napoleon needed money to 
fight European wars. He 
accepted Jefferson’s offer of 
$15,000,000 for Louisiana. 

 



 Jefferson sends 
Lewis and Clark on 
an expedition to 
investigate the newly 
acquired land. 

 
 They left St. Louis 
in 1804 and traveled 
up the Missouri 
River in search for 
the “Northwest 
Passage”.  

Exploring the New Lands 



Lewis and Clark traveled up the Missouri 
River in search for the “Northwest 
Passage,” the water route to the Pacific, 
encountering native tribes. 
 

Sacagawea, a Shoshone woman joined 
their group as a guide and after 18 they 
reached the Pacific Ocean.   
 

They collected and recorded information 
about all the tribes, plants, animals, and 
geography of the region, inspiring early 
pioneers and leading to mass migration into 
the West. 



Frontier Conflicts 

Creek tribe leader Tecumseh and his  

brother Tenskwatawa, the Profet,  

fought in the Battle of Fallen Timbers,  

refused to sign the Greenville Treaty that  granted  the 

Shawnee tribe’s  Ohio territory to federal government.  
 

They formed a Confederacy of 14 Indian nations to fight 

against the colonists moving westward towards their lands.  
 

The Confederacy signed an alliance with the British living 

in Canada.  



FOURTH PRESIDENT OF 

THE UNITED STATES 

1809-1817 

JAMES MADISON 

 

« Our country abounds in the 

necessaries, the arts, and the 

comforts of life ». March 4, 1813 
 



 

 “Father of the Constitution” , Madison also is 
known for his leadership during the War of 1812. 

 

 He inherited from Jefferson the hardships of the 
Embargo Act, the British “impressment” of 
American sailors and the frontier conflicts with the 
Indian tribes. 

 

 Nationalist “War Hawks” in Congress were eager to 
fight for the rest of the land in North America. 



WAR OF 1812 

Causes:  
 

British “impressment” upset 

Americans(seizing Americans 

at sea and drafting them into 

their navy). 
 

In 1814 British sack the 

District of Columbia and burn 

the White House and other 

federal buildings. 
 



 The War of 1812 was a second war of independence for the 

new republic.  
 

 Much of the war was centered on bloody battles against the 

Confederacy of Native American tribes led by the Creek tribe 

of Tecumseh, that were aided by the British, who was finally 

defeated by General William Henry Harrison in the battle 

of Tippecanoe.  
 

 The british were finally defeated at the epic battle of New 

Orleans by General Andrew Jackson's ragtag army of 

volunteers, free blacks, slaves, and nearly 1,000 French pirates.  

Second War of Independence 



The victories against Tecumseh and at New Orleans 

revitalized the nation and earned him the esteem of 

his constituents. Madison's critics, who organized the 

Hartford Convention to protest his policies, looked 

like traitors to the victorious nation. Their anti-war 

criticism further weakened the Federalist Party. 



TREATY OF GHENT, 1814 

Signed between England and the 

United States on Christmas Eve, 

1814, after the War of 1812. 
 

 It was the end of the Federalist 

Party (opposed the war). 

 It encouraged American 

industrialization. 

 Confirmed the United States as a 

strong, free, and independent 

nation. 
Despite the burning of the President’s            

mansion, the United Sates emerged strong. 



FIFTH  PRESIDENT OF 

THE UNITED STATES 

1817-1825 

 

JAMES MONROE 



•James Monroe was elected president in 1816. 

•Nationalism clearly established as key concern 

of administration. 

•Treaty with Britain to jointly occupy the Oregon 

Territory. 

•Adams-Onis Treaty (1819) with Spain secured 

Florida & southern- most areas of South East 

America. 
 





Adams-Onis Treaty Map  



The Monroe Doctrine 

•In the early 19th Century, various 
European countries hinted at 
increased colonization in the west. 

 

•In his 1823 address to Congress, 
Monroe made it clear to Europe: 
“Don’t interfere with Western 
Hemisphere”. This is known as 
the Monroe Doctrine. 



Regional Economies Create 
Differences 

•The Northeast continued to 

develop industry while the South 

and West continued to be more 

agricultural 

•The Industrial Revolution 

reached America by the early-mid 

19th century. 

•New England was the first to 

embrace factory system, especially 

in textile (fabric) mills. 
  



South Remains Agricultural 

•Meanwhile, the South continued to 
grow as an agricultural power. 

 

•Eli Whitney’s invention of the 
Cotton Gin (1793) made producing 
cotton even more profitable.  

 

•The South became a “Cotton 
Kingdom” and more black labor was 
needed   

 1790 =    700,000 slaves  

     1820 = 1,500,000 slaves 

Cotton Gin quickly separated 

cotton fiber from seeds 



Nationalism and Sectionalism 

•Economic differences created political tension 

between North & South. 
 

•As the regions moved apart, politicians attempted to 

keep the nation together. 
 

•House Speaker Henry Clay’s American Plan 

called for a protective tariff, a National Bank, and 

an improved infrastructure to help travel. 



The Missouri Compromise, 1820 

•In 1818 settlers in Missouri applied for 

statehood. 

•Northerners and Southerners disagreed 

on whether Missouri should be admitted 

as a “free” state. 

•Henry Clay organized a compromise in 

which Missouri was “slave”, but Maine 

would be admitted as a “free” state. 

•The Louisiana Territory was split at 36 

30’ north latitude. No slavery above  this 

line for future territories incorporated. 

HENRY CLAY:  

THE GREAT 

COMPROMISER 



MISSOURI COMPROMISE 1820 



SIXTH  PRESIDENT OF 

THE UNITED STATES 

1825-1829 

 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 



John Quincy Adams was one of America's great Secretaries of 

State, serving under President Monroe, arranging with England 

for the joint occupation of the Oregon country, obtaining 

from Spain the cession of Florida, and formulating for the 

President the Monroe Doctrine. 

 

The 1824 presidential election was a landmark one, the first in 

which popular vote mattered. Jackson took a plurality in the 

popular vote, followed, in order, by Adams, Clay, and Crawford. 

In the electoral college, however, Jackson had thirty-two votes 

fewer than he needed to prevail.  

 



Acting under the Twelfth Amendment, the House of 

Representatives met to select the President. Speaker of the 

House Henry Clay threw his support behind Adams and gave 

him the election by a single vote. Adams named Clay secretary of 

state. It was a bad beginning for the Adams presidency. 
 

Andrew Jackson resigned from the Senate and vowed to unseat 

Adams in 1828. 
 

Adams believed that it was constitutional for the federal 

government to sponsor programs to improve American society 

and prosperity.  



 
 

 Adams backed Henry Clay's "American System," envisioning 

a marketplace in which North and South were tied together. 
 

 He proposed an ambitious program for the construction of 

roads, canals, educational institutions, and other initiatives.  
 

 Lacking allies, Adams was unable to pass most of these 

programs into law. Congress also blocked many of his foreign 

initiatives.  
 

 His support of the so-called Tariff of Abominations of 1828, 

which protected American interests but caused higher prices, 

cost him popularity among the voters. 



SEVENTH   

PRESIDENT OF THE 

UNITED STATES 

1829-1837 

 

ANDREW JACKSON 



Election Of Andrew Jackson 

•During a time of growing Sectionalism, Andrew Jackson’s 

election in 1828, ushered in a new era of popular democracy. 
 

•As hero of the common man, he won the election in part 

because the right to vote had been expanded to more citizens. 
 

•In the 1824 election, won by John Quincy Adams, 350,000 

white males voted. 
 

•In 1828, over 1,000,000 white males voted. 
 

•Many of the new voters supported the rugged westerner 

Jackson who also won re-election in 1832. 



     Jacksonian Democracy 

•As part of his political philosophy, Jackson sought to grant 

political power to the common people. 
 

•Called the Spoils System or Jacksonian Democracy, 

Jackson hired his own supporters to replace the previous 

administration’s staff. 
 

•Jackson gave away many jobs to his friends and political 

allies. 



INDIAN REMOVAL ACT - 1830 

•Congress, with Jackson’s support, passed the Indian Removal 
Act in 1830. Under this law, the federal government funded 
treaties that forced tribes west. 
 

•The Cherokee Tribe in Georgia refused and were supported by 
the Supreme Court. Jackson refused to abide by the Court 
decision. 
 

•Jackson said, “John Marshall (Supreme Court Chief Justice) has 
made his decision, now let him enforce it.” 
 

•Trail of Tears followed the Court ruling as U.S. troops rounded 
up the Cherokee and drove them west, mostly on foot, thousands 
died. 

 

 

 



Indian Removal Act - 1830 



•In 1824 and again in 1828, Congress increased the 

Import Tariff of 1816. 

•Southerners called the Tariff of 1828, “a Tariff of 

Abominations” and blamed it for economic problems 

in the South. 



Nullification Threat 

•In an attempt to free South Carolina from the tariff, 

Jackson’s Vice President John Calhoun developed the 

Theory of Nullification. 
 

•He believed if a state found an act of Congress to be 

unconstitutional, it could declare the law void within 

its borders. 
 

•Tensions only relieved by a  

Clay Compromise Tariff in 1833. 



Jackson’s Bank War 

•Jackson opposed National Bank 
and created  Pet Banks favored 
by Jackson’s Democrats.  
 

•Many felt President Jackson was 
acting more like a King. 
 

• Andrew Jackson's Bank Veto, 
in 1832 caused his opponents to 
form a new party , the Whigs.  



The Whigs 

•Opposed Jackson. 
•Supported the power of Congress 
over the power of the Executive. 
 

•Named after the American Whigs 
or Patriots of 1776, who fought for 
independence.  
 

•It was also a widely recognized 
label of choice for people who  saw 
themselves as opposing autocratic 
rule.   


