AP CPG 2014- 15 

Welcome to Germany!
1. After studying this country, you should be able to:
A. Understand the critical junctures that contributed to the development of the modern German state and particularly, the significance of late unification.
B. Explain the origins of Germany’s social market economy and understand how private-state partnerships contributed to the country’s development.
C. Understand the Basic Law as the foundation of the German institutional structure, as well as the central role of the chancellor and the weaker role of the president.
D. Describe the policy-making process and understand the roles played by the German upper and lower houses of parliament.
E. Discuss the structure of the German party system, differentiate between parties, and describe the basic pattern of coalitional alternation between the CDU/CSU axis and SPD-led coalitions, as well as recent innovations in this pattern.
F. Understand the major challenges facing Germany for the future.                                                                            G. Recognize the patterns of geographical change of the country in a physical/political map of Europe.   
2. Start by learning this basic vocabulary. A quiz will follow.

	       Glossary
	

	1. 5 percent clause 
	This rule obliges a party to get at least 5 percent of the “second votes” in order to enter the Bundestag (or the state parliaments) as a party. It tends to depress votes for “splinter” parties. 

	2. absolute veto 
	In areas that directly affect the states, the Bundesrat can veto any bill passed by the Bundestag. 

	3. Basic Law 
	The 1949 protoconstitution of the Federal Republic, which continues to function today. 

	4. chancellor 
	An old German title now used by the German head of government and essentially the same as “prime minister.” 

	5. citizens action groups 
	Non-party and often single-issue initiatives, often focused on concrete problems such as the environment, traffic, housing, or other social and economic issues. 

	6. civil servants 
	Employees of federal, state, and municipal governments. 

	7. co-determination 
	The legal right of representatives of employees to help determine the direction of the company in which they work. Co-determination often takes place through works councils. 

	8. constructive vote of no confidence 
	This measure requires the Bundestag to have a new chancellor in place before ousting the current one. 

	9. democratic corporatism 
	A bargaining system in which important policies are established and often carried out with the participation of trade unions and business associations. 

	10. Eurozone 
	The 17 members of the EU (out of 27 total members) who share a common currency, the euro. 

	11. federal state 
	A state whose constitution divides power between a national (federal) government and lower units such as states, provinces, regions, Länder, or cantons. 

	12. framework regulations 
	Laws that set broad parameters for economic behavior but that require subsequent elaboration, often through formal agreements between employers and employees. 

	13. Gastarbeiter 
	Workers who were recruited to join the German labor force in the 1960s and early 1970s, generally from Italy, Yugoslavia, and especially Turkey. 

	14. grass-roots democracy 
	The idea that real democracy requires participation from rank-and-file members and not merely from organizational leaders. 

	15. health insurance funds 
	Semipublic institutions that administer insurance contributions from employees and employers and thus pay for health care for covered participants. 

	16. heavy industries 
	The coal, iron, and steel sectors and the machinery and armaments production associated with them. 

	17. Junkers 
	The land-owning nobility of Prussia, who were the grain (rye) component of Bismarck’s “marriage of iron and rye.” 

	18. Kulturkampf 
	Bismarck’s fight with the Catholic Church over his desire to subordinate church to state. 

	19. liberal 
	Economic philosophy that stresses the importance of minimizing state interference in the economy. 

	20. mixed member system 
	An electoral system in which about half of deputies are elected from direct constituencies and the other half are drawn from closed party lists. The Bundestag uses the Mixed Member System, which is basically a form of proportional representation. 

	21. Nazi 
	A German abbreviation for the National Socialist German Workers’ Party, the movement led by Hitler. 

	22. Ostpolitik 
	The policy developed by the SPD’s Willy Brandt to promote contact and commerce with the Soviet Union and its communist allies during the Cold War. 

	23. party democracy 
	The constitutional guarantee that political parties have a privileged place in German politics, including generous subsidies for building party organizations. 

	24. procedural democracy 
	A system with formal procedures for popular choice of government leaders (especially free party competition) but which may lack other democratic elements. 

	25. social market economy 
	A system that aims to combine the efficiency of market economies with a concern for fairness for a broad range of citizens. 

	26. suspensive veto 
	In policy areas with no direct effect on the states, the Bundesrat has the prerogative to make the Bundestag pass a bill a second time. 

	27. Weimar Republic 
	The constitutional system of Germany between the end of World War One in 1918 and the Nazi seizure of power in 1933. So-named because the assembly to write the constitution occurred in a German city called Weimar. 

	28. works councils 
	Firm employees elected by their co-workers to represent the workforce in negotiations with management at that specific shop or company. 

	29. Zollverein 
	Customs union signed in the mid-1830s between Prussia, Bavaria, Hessia, Saxony, and many other German states to overcome the fragmentation of the German market. 


